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School district tells 
Hillsborough principal: Don't 
lead prayer circles  

 
Marlene Sokol, Times Staff Writer 
Tuesday, August 9, 2016 4:42pm 
TAMPA ð A Riverview elementary school 

principal has received a warning letter from his 

bosses over a faculty prayer session that took 

place last week on his campus as the staff 

prepared for the new school year. 

The Aug. 4 letter from chief of staff Alberto 

Vazquez went out to principal Anthony 

Montoto, describing a video in which "you, the 

Assistant Principal and members of the Frost 

Elementary School staff were praying on 

Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2016 at the start of the day 

during pre-planning week." 

Under state and federal law, Vazquez wrote, 

"all schools must assure that our actions are 

lawful and respectful of others and remain 

inclusive and neutral among religions and 

between religion and non-religion." <snip> 

On Wednesday, at a news conference, the 

Tampa Bay Times asked superintendent Jeff 

Eakins if such an event was ever appropriate on 

school grounds. 

"I think everyone must have their own 

willingness to do something like that," Eakins 

said. "What an individual chooses to do, an 

individual chooses to do." 

Full story here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
October - The Great Climate Debate 
 

December - Solstice Humanlight    End-of-the
-year Celebration and annual Potluck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January - AoF presents Skeptivent: The 
essentials of Critical Thinking in one 
afternoon. 
 
February - Darwin Day. TB-CoRôs big 
annual event hosting some the worlds greatest 
scientists. 
 
 
 

 Now is the Time  
To meet the critical issues of our time as a 
freethinker: one no longer burdened with the 
clinkering detritus of a benighted past.  Join 
one ( or more!) of our member organizations , 
pay your dues, speak up at public meetings: 
make a difference. 
 Being an humanist atheist is nothing to hide 
when the world desperately needs the kind 
thinking that you can apply. 
Not Jesus, nor Vishnu, nor any other god is 
going to save our world: thatôs your job. 
 
 

Editor reports gravity remains as 
attractive as ever. 
Jim Peterson tells us that his recent close 
inspection of the sidewalk outside the Dunedin  
Library in August left him powerfully 
impressed with the strength of the impact we 
have come to expect with the force that holds 
the planets in their orbits. 
He hopes the sling will be off his broken 
shoulder by October.  Til then he advises no 
further inspections are necessary. 

http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
mailto:rokeefe@centerforinquiry.net
mailto:jamestp@metrodirect.net
http://www.evolvetampa.com
http://www.tampabay.com/writers/marlene-sokol
http://www.tampabay.com/writers/marlene-sokol
http://www.tampabay.com/news/education/k12/school-district-tells-hillsborough-principal-dont-lead-prayer-circles/2288808
http://www.tampabay.com/writers/marlene-sokol
http://floridahumanist.org/


Join or renew the  

Humanist Society of the Suncoast 

 
Annual Dues.  

 

        _E-mail news -Free  

      _Regular -$25                

       _Reg. Couple -$30.  
       _Supporter -$35/40  (W/ pin above)           
       _Life -$200. 
       _Life Couple -$250. 
      _Associate -$10   

 
 

Your membership helps keep Humanism alive 
and growing in the Tampa Bay area A small 
part of your dues allows us to participate fully 
as a member organization of the Tampa Bay 
Coalition of Reason and enables us to support 
larger and more exciting programs. 
 

If you have questions concerning your dues or 
status, contact our treasurer,     

        marios_psomas@hotmail.com 
 

If new, please fill out the form; if renewing 
just indicate your name and any changes from 
our previous information Thanks! 
 
Name: 
____________________________________ 
 
Address ïif new :______________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________ 
 
Phone:*______________________________ 
 
E-mail:_______________________________ 

(Privacy respected) 
 
 

Send tax deductible (501c3) check  
made out to:  

ñMarios Psomasò 
Memo line: ñHumanist  Society Duesò 

  
Humanist Society of the Suncoast, AHA 

1013 Connecticut Rd           
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689     

                                         *= optional  

September,  2016 Volume 24 No. 9 

An Epicurean society  dedicated to the proposition that the fully examined life is  worth living well. 
Associate organization of the Humanists of Florida, the AHA, COR, and CSH  Find us at www.suncoasthumanist.com 
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Food: the first kindness and the measure of our Hospitality.  
Humanists aspire to true friendship with our fellow human beings.  
Money is more effective than cans to get the most benefit to the 

greatest number of people.  Thanks to Glenn Paul, chair.and 
Jordan Williams. Ed Note: Glenn needs assistance. We need 
volunteers!  Write to jim@suncoasthumanist.com  Thanx.  

   Tampa Bay Harvest 

Kay and Glenn Paul are both spending 
some recuperation time after unfortunate 
medical misadventures. 
Give them a little call to help let them 
know that they are appreciated.   Reach 

them at 727. 595-3347Φ 

Dunedin Public Library 223 Douglas Ave, Dunedin, FL  

This will be a commentary on the longest trip we will ever make. 

Our Sun is 93 million miles away from Earth. There are hundreds 

of billions of stars in the Milky Way, distant galaxies are billions of 

light-years away. Such numbers are virtually impossible for the 

human mind to grasp é but Humanist board member with a 

background in science and technology, Jordan Williams, will 

attempt to make these mind-boggling numbers and distances a bit 

more tangible with scale models and examples from the real world.  

This promises to be a fun and exciting afternoon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ou
r  

29
th 

Ye
ar 

Please join us at 

 

   2:00 PM  
September 3rd 

 

(map)The Dunedin 
Public Library at 
223 Douglas Ave. in 

Dunedin.  
 
 

Many of us  go to dinner 
afterwards at: 

Marguerites Cafe 
directly across from the 

Library.   

mailto:marios_psomas@hotmail.com?subject=Humanist%20Society%20Treasurer
http://www.floridahumanist.org
http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://unitedcor.org/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/
http://www.suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.metrodirect.net/humanist/
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=223+Douglas+Ave%2C+Dunedin%2C+FL%2C+US
http://margueritescafe.com/breakfast-cafe-in-dunedin-florida.html


The Movable Feast :   
ÔÈÅ (ÕÍÁÎÉÓÔ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ $ÉÎÎÅÒ 

ÆÏÒ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ÉÓ ÁÔ ȣ ÔÈÅ  
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

1170 Starkey Rd, Largo, FL 33771, Largo  
(Southern Extension of  Keene)  

 

Weôre changing our approach. Now its just open. No 
RSVP  required. Trundle on down  for the fine food and 
fastidiously fabulous fellowship! See Menu. 
Be there on Sunday, September 18th by 

5 Oôclock to meet with our friends. As always, this is 
a self treated dinner. Ask to be seated with ñthe 
humanists.ò   
We need a coordinator for this!... Maybe you? 
        ~ Only the best people eat here when we do. ~ 
 

Humanists work to build a 
world in which happiness is the 
enduring criterion of all policy. 

What is the 
          Humanist Way? 
 

1. To extend a human centered 

approach to the critical problems of 

life and society.  

2. To encourage attitudes of 

kindness,  compassion, tolerance and 

a loving generosity in human 

relationships, and in our treatment of 

all life. These attitudes help us to see 

ourselves in the lives of others, and 

encourage appreciation for the 

remarkable diversity of human 

culture and experience. 

3. To develop and popularize the 

skills of creative and critical thinking 

that empower people to challenge 

prejudice, superstition and 

irrationality in every area of life. 

Such empowerment enables the 

individual to reach the highest levels 

of achievement. 

4. To exalt those artistic and 

imaginative expressions of life which 

have been the source of the greatest 

pleasure and enlightenment, and 

which reflect compelling human 

truths. Through music, literature, art, 

dance, and other expressions, we 

embrace the essence of what it means 

to be human. 

5. To explore the grounds of 

ethics and morality within the 

unfolding history of our evolving 

culture.   Such knowledge will enable 

us to become effective protagonists 

for the happiness of the individual 

person.  JP 

Humanist society 
of  the Suncoast 

A chapter of the American 
Humanist Assoc., and The 
Association of Secular 
Humanist Societies 
 

Board of Directors. 

Meets  Sept., December, April 
 

 

Jay Alexander, 
Steve Brown,  

Lois Fries,  Secretary 
Dave Kovar,  Vice 
President 
Beth Maxie, 
Jim Peterson,  President 
Frank Prahl , 
Marios Psomas,  treasurer 
Jordan Williams. 

Emeritus members: Terry 
Eckstein, Dr. Jon Green, Mark 
Kligman, Dr. Jack Robinson, 
Jerry Moore, Anita  Garcia, 
Mark Winterbottom,  Sidney 
Goetz Dec. Bob Collette, Glenn 
Paul, Don Acenbrack Dec., 
Rob Byrch, Dec. Jackie Jordan, 
Brent Yaciw, Mike Hubbard, 
Matt Cooper Dec, Jim Butler     

                 ~*~*-~*~*~ 
Jordan Williams, mail 
Publisher 
 

Jim Peterson, Editor 
E-Mail us at:  
jim@suncoasthumanist.com  

Laugh Lines    9-16 
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Need Psychological 
Counseling?  
For a secular therapist, 
click:  
Cognitive Neurosciences 
Inc.  
 
or,The Therapist Project, 
 
or, Lynda Gurvitz,  
               (727) 725-8820  
 
or, Patricia Walters,  
             (813) 452-6547 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Fatherôs Relief 

An Irish girl had not been home for over five years. 
Upon her return, her father cussed, "Where have ye 
been all this time? Why did ye not write to us, not 
even a line? Why didn't ye call? Can ye not 
understand what ye put yer ol' mum thru?" 
The girl cried "Sniff, sniff, Dad, I became a 

prostitute." 
"Ye what!!? Out of here ye shameless harlot! 

Sinner! You're a disgrace to this family." 
"OK dad, as ye wish. I just came back to give 

mum this fur coat, and you a mansion and $5 
million bank account. And é" 
"Now what was it ye said ye had become?" 

interrupted her father. 
"Oh forgive me...a prostitute!" 
"Oh, be Jesus! Ye scared me half to death girl! I 

thought ye said PROTESTANT!" 
-- HumanistNetworkNews.Org 

http://www.menupix.com/menudirectory/menu.php?id=860234
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
,%20https:/www.therapistproject.org/index.php
mailto:walters601@verizon.net


  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 A DISCUSSION 
                          
               
 
 
 

 

Tampa Humanist Association  
  
Meets every third Saturday at, 11:00 AM  

North Tampa Public Library 
8916 North Blvd. Tampa, FL 33604        Map                   

September 17th, 1 AM 

Discussion Leader:  Lucas Hopegood 

 As Humanists it is our task to discover the secret world above and within 
the level of conscious recognition. Using the instruments of reason, and 
critical thinking, we strive to be at one in understanding both the world that 
made us, and the one we are inventing. 
 Each month a new investigation thoughtfully and critically dissects a new 
intersection of mind and matter.   Be part of it.   Subject: JP 

   Learn more about the association at: http://tampahumanist.com/  

 

Humanist Quotes     
Our shouting is louder than 
our actions, 
Our swords are taller than us, 
This is our tragedy. 
In short, 
We wear the cape of 
civilization, 
But our souls live in the 
stone age. 
~ Nizar Qabbani 

 

  A Humanist Discussion 
group in east Tampa ! 

 

 UU Humanists of Tampa  

Meetings temporarily suspended.  
Public Discussion, 2nd Wed. eve from 7 -9 
PM, and on the 4th Sun. Morning  9:45 - 
10:45.  
 Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 
11400 Morris Bridge Rd. Tampa, FL 33637      
 More information can be found at: 
http://uutampa.org/unitarian-
universalist-humanist-of-tampa/   

Show off your commitment to Science and Reason!           
                                  CFIïTampa Bay is offering these elegant 
                                 license plate surrounds  Legal, sturdy, fits 
                 all US plates - easy to install. Only $10. 
Now only $10.                    Order from Rick OôKeefe  

~           ~ 

 

Member, TB-CoR, 
Hum Society & AHA 

affiliate. 

Promoting Action & Unity  
in the Tampa Bay Area  

  

Join the Freethought Organizations of the Tampa Bay Area: Center for 

Inquiry-Tampa Bay, Tampa Humanist Association, Institute for Science and 

Human Values, Humanist Society of the Suncoast, UU Humanists 

Clearwater, Atheists of Florida, UU Humanists Tampa,* 

Freethinkers@USF,* plus numerous Meetup organizations that promote 

serious secular discussion and activity about important issues in our area 

and beyond. 

 Thus substantive and exciting new activities are offered to the Tampa Bay 

area that were not possible for most organizations before. 

 We are especially grateful to the national office of the United Coalition of 

Reason and its director, Jason Heap. You may recall that UCoR was the 

major impetus to getting a large number of billboards erected in Tampa Bay 

and across the nation with such messages as ñYou can be good without 

God. Millions are!ò 

 TBCoR is an alliance of groups identified with the secular / freethought /

Humanist /Atheist movement . 

 As this momentum continues to grow, we will keep you informed of 

developments .  JP   

      Contact: tbcor@metrodirect.net  http://www.tampabaycor.org/ 
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The mission of the Secular Coalition  
 is to increase the visibility of and respect for 
non-theistic view-points in the State, and to 
protect and strengthen the 
secular character of our  
government as the best  
guarantee of freedom for all. 
  Bill Norsworthy, is our  

Florida representative. 

Please sign up here. 

Volunteer activists are wanted, 

needed, and appreciated! 

 See page 7 for more information on our 

Secular Coalition activities around the 

National day of Reason.  SC wants you to 

represent the voice of thousands of the 

people of reason  in the halls of power. 

  As our government undergoes its 

quadrennial  crises of morphology, the 

secular coalition is needed to remind citizens 

and officials alike that ours is indeed a 

secular society.  But to preserve its character 

from the predations of zealots requires your 

involvement. Tampa Bay CoR  
9654 W. Linebaugh Ave. PMB #110 
Tampa, FL 33626  
E-mail: tbcor@metrodirect.net  

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+Hillsborough,+Florida+33604,+United+States&sll=27.970584,-82.467655&sspn=0.004056,0.004517&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+HillC:/Users/Metrocentral/Documents/2012%20taxes
http://tampahumanist.com/
http://uutampa.org/unitarian-universalist-humanist-of-tampa/
http://uutampa.org/unitarian-universalist-humanist-of-tampa/
mailto:tampa@centerforinquiry.net
mailto:tbcor@metrodirect.net
http://www.tampabaycor.org/
http://states.secular.org/states/florida
http://states.secular.org/states/florida
http://states.secular.org/states/florida
mailto:tbcor@metrodirect.net


The St. Petersburg  
Astronomy Club, Inc.  
(SPAC), has been meeting  
continuously since 1927.  
It was incorporated in  
1979 as a nonprofit, tax  
deductible organization.  
 For almost 50 years SPAC has provided free educational 
programs for its members and the public. For additional 
information send your emails to:  
spacexaminer@gmail.com  
 Meetings are normally held on the fourth Friday of each 
month (except November and December when it is on the 
third Friday) at the Science Center of Pinellas County, 
7701 22nd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL., at 8:00 
P.M. Meetings are open to the public.  Calendar 
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An autonomous project of the Humanist Society. Affiliate of PCI 

 TBCoR Leadership Team  2016  
 
Toni Van Pelt, Bill Norsworthy, Mark Brandt, Chris Brown, Jenn Hancock, Rick OôKeefe, Jim Peterson,  Al Hann      
~   ISHV              UUCH                 UUCH                 MAF               TBHF          CFI, TBS          HSS, TBPCC         AoF    ~ 

Regardless how we address the challenges of climate change, 
resource depletion, overpopulation, debt deflation, species 
extinctions, ocean death, and on and on, weôre in for one hell of a 
century. Itôs simply too late for a soft landing.  
  Iôd certainly prefer that we head into the grinder holding hands 
and singing ñkumbayaò rather than with knives at each otherôs 
throats. But better still would be avoiding the worst of the worst. 
Doing so would require our leaders to publicly acknowledge that 
a prolonged shrinkage of the economy is a done deal. From that 
initial recognition might follow a train of possible goals and 
strategies, including planned population decline, economic 
localization, the formation of cooperatives to replace 
corporations, and the abandonment of consumerism. Global 
efforts at resource conservation and climate mitigation could avert 
pointless wars.  
    But none of that was discussed at the conventions. No, America 
wonôt be ñGreatò again, in the way Republicans are being 
encouraged to envision greatness. And no, we canôt have a future 
in which everyone is guaranteed a life that, in material respects, 
echoes TV situation comedies of the 1960s, regardless of race, 
religion, or sexual orientation.  
   Bernie Sanders offered the best climate policies of any of the 
pre-convention candidates, but even he shied away from 
describing whatôs really at stake. The times call for a candidate 
more in the mold of Winston Churchill, who famously promised 
only ñblood, toil, tears, and sweatò in enlisting his people in a 
great, protracted struggle in which all would be called upon to 
work tirelessly and set aside personal wants and expectations. The 
candidates we have instead bode ill for the immediate future. 
Given the absence of helpful leadership at the national level, our 
main opportunity for effective preparation and response to the 
wolf at our doorstep appears to lie in local community resilience 
building. 
Itôs the truth. Can you handle it?  
    Learn more about us:   
http://www.tampabaypostcarbon.com/   So how has our 
climate system changed in the last century? How do we really 
know our climate is changing thanks to us, rather than just going 
through a normal period of flux? You can learn more at next 
monthôs ñClimate Debateò on the 1st.  See the Oct News!   JP. 

Join Freethinkers@USF for genuine, conversational 
discourse and a communal atmosphere. 
Freethinkers@USF is a cosmopolitan collective of USF 
students promoting critical thinking and pluralism through 
dialogue and reasonable inquiry. Join the official group 
and vote on upcoming discussions:  
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/FreethinkersUSF/  
 

For more information contact: fadibitar@mail.usf  

http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
mailto:spacexaminer@gmail.com?subject=Info%20request
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/calendar.php
http://www.tampabaypostcarbon.com/
http://www.postcarbon.org/
http://www.tampabaypostcarbon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/FreethinkersUSF/
mailto:fadibitar@mail.usf.edu


Meaningful Books  

Evolve Fish is a good source for freethought goodies: 
Pins, jewelry, posters, buttons, bumper stickers, tïshirts, etc            

http://evolvefish.com/ 

The Matt Cooper  
Memorial Humanist Lending Library   
Humanist Society members (only) can select the number of 
the book you wish to borrow, and send it to Marios Psomas 
at:  marios_psomas@hotmail.com Then pick it up at the 
next meeting Be sure to return it!  Donations appreciated. 

 

 #    TITLE                      AUTHOR                                                
  1. The Expanding Circle                               Peter Singer 

      2. In Gods we Trust                                       Scott Atran 
      3. Why Evolution is True                              Jerry Coyne 
      4. The Second World                                     Panag Khanna 
      5. Denialism                                                   Michael Specter          
       6. The Selfish Gene                                       Richard Dawkins 
       7. Democracy Incorporated                           Sheldon Wolin 
       8. The Upside Irrationality                            Dan Ariely 
       9. The End of Growth                                   Richard Heinberg 
    10. The God Delusion                                     Richard Dawkins 
    11. All That We Share                                    Jay Wallgasper 
    12. Sex, Time, and Power                               Leonard Shlain 
    13. Sex at Dawn                                              C. Ryan, & C. Jetha                                                                                                 
     14. What liberal Media                                    Eric Alderman 
     15. The End of Faith                                        Sam Harris 
     16. Plan B                                                        Lester Brown 
     17. The Portable Atheist                                  Christopher Hitchens 
     18  Open Society                                              George Soros 
     19 Non Believer Nation                                   David Niose 
     20 God on Trial                                                Peter Irons 
     21. Natural Experiments of History                 Diamond-Robinson 
     22. The Missionary Position                            Christopher Hitchens 
     23 Life Inc                                                        Douglas Rushkoff 
     24 A brief History of Time                              Stephen Hawkins 
     25 Breaking the Spell                                       Daniel Dennett 
     26 The Philosophy of Humanism                    Corliss Lamont 
     27 The Quotable Atheist                                  Jack Huberman 
     28 50 Reasons People Give for Believing In God. G. Harrison 
     29  Mathematics and Politics                          Alan Taylor 
     30  Stealing Elections                                      John Fund 
     31  The God Virus                                           Darrel Ray 
     32  What Every American Should Know About World  Rossi 
     33  Imagine Thereôs no Heaven                      Editors of Free Inquiry 
      34  Hidden Order                                           David Friedman 
      35  What the Dog Saw                                   Malcom Gladwell 
      36  Sway                                                        Ori, Rom  Brafman 
      37  The Better Angels of our Nature             Steven  Pinker 
      38   Letter to a Young Contrarian                 Christopher Hitchens 
      39   Hot, Flat, and Crowded                          Thomas Friedman 
      40   Gaming the Vote                                    William Poundstone 
      41  Subversion Fable                                     Alexa KcKearing 
      43  Evolution and the Big Question              David Stamos 
      44  Why People Believe Weird Things         Michael Shermer 
      45  The World is Curved                               David Snick 
      46  The Snow Ball                                         Warren Buffett 
      47  The Moral Landscape                              Sam Harris 
      48  How We Believe                                      Michael Shermer 
      49  Full House                                                Steven Jay Gould 
      50  The Origins of Political Order                 Francis Fukuyama 
      51 Asimovôs Guide to the Bible                    Isaac Asimov  
      52 Autobiography of Mark Twain                 Harriet Smith, Editor 
      53 Science Friction                                        Michael Shermer 
      54 Genius                                                       James Gleick 
      55 Inevitable Illusions                                   Piatrelli & Palmarini 
      56 Sex & God                                                Darryl Ray 
       57   Being Right Is Not Enough                    Paul Waldman 
      58   Loser Takes All                                      Mark Crispin Miller 
      59   Taking Back Politics                              Cathy Allen  
      60   What Happened in Ohio?                       Fitrakis, Rosenfeld & Wasserman 
      61    Autobiography of Mark Twain             Ed. Harriet Elinor Smith 
      62   The Skeptics Annotated Bible             
      63   Database Systems (Complete Ver.)        Kifer, Bernstein,  &  Lewis 
      64   Reluctant Database Administrators        Josef Finsel 
      65   Asimovôs Guide to the Bible                   Isaac Asimov 
      66   Inevitable Illusions                                  M. Piattelli-Palmarini 
      67     Ainôt Nobodyôs business If You Do     Peter McWilliams 
      69    Bonk                                                       Mary Roach 
      70   What Money Canôt Buy                          Michael J. Sandel 
      71   Financial Shenanigans                            Howard   Shilit 
      72   Sex & God                                              Darrel Ray, ED.D 
      73   Best American Non required Reading    Dave Eagers 
      74   Reporting at Witôs End                           St. Clair McKelway  
      75   Corporations are not People                   Clements 
      76   Could I Vote Mormon for president?     Cragun ï Phillips 
      77   Culture of Honor                                     Nisbett ï Cohen 
      78   Rot on the Vine                                       Stenesh 
      79  Thoughts of a Freethinker    New!        Kaye  
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With the depletion of easily 
accessible carbon, this transformation 
will entail a major shift in how we 
live. What might a 100% renewable 
future be like? Which technologies 
will play a role in our energy future? 
What challenges will we face in this 
transition? How can we make sure 
our new system is just &  equitable?  

From an award-winning historian, the story 

of how in the middle of the 20th century, 

corporate titans and evangelical activists 

rewrote history and created the pervasive 

myth that America was, is, and always will 

be a fundamentally Christian nation.  

More Seasonings by CFI & Humanist 
Society member and journalist- poet, 
Lula J. Dovi. She has completed a second 
illustrated chapbook of poetry reflecting 
on her 92 years of adventures. It is 
available at Google Books now. But the 
first can be found here.  

 For even more access to Freethought history and  
perspectives, you may wish to check out Frank Prahlôs 

Freethought Library. Contact ŦǇǊŀƘƭϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴΦƴŜǘ  

Engaging cutting-edge 
innovators, on-the-ground early 
adopters. local and national 
activists, and key thought leaders 
to build community resilience in 
response to the 21st Century's 
sustainability crises.  
 
Click the cover for more info. 

This powerful book is the definitive study 
of the history and growth of the humanist 
movement in North America. Renowned 
philosopher and activist Corliss Lamont 
offers a vigorous argument for humanism 
and provides an affirmative, intelligent 
guidebook for shaping a better life in 
today's complex world.  

http://evolvefish.com/fish/HumanistPress.html
mailto:marios_psomas@hotmail.com
http://www.powells.com/s?kw=Seasonings+by+Lula+Dovi&class=
https://books.google.com/books/about/More_Seasonings.html?id=LI8WswEACAAJ
http://www.powells.com/s?kw=Seasonings+by+Lula+Dovi&class=
mailto:fprahl@verizon.net
http://bit.ly/29gVZp3
http://www.postcarbon.org/publications/six-foundations-for-building-community-resilience-2/
http://www.postcarbon.org/publications/our-renewable-future-laying-the-path-for-one-hundred-percent-clean-energy/


 Atheists of Florida, 
Inc. 

  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tracy Thomas; President pro-tem, Al Hann 
  

 Join members of our Tampa chapter at our headquarters / 
Studio  Building on So. Westshore. 
 
See  AoF Meetup for details 
Website:  http://aof.ngo   

 

AoF is a comfortable and safe place in which to find 
rewarding new friendships, to discover hidden potentials, 
and make a positive contribution to your own humanity as 
well as that of others. We are pleased to offer legal 
assistance with church state separation issues as an 
important focus.   For many people, atheism represents the 
most focused and powerful criticism of the philosophical 
worldview with which most of us were raised.  It is 
liberating for the same reason it attracts the enmity of  those 
who are committed to the closed and changeless narrative 
of unexamined traditional beliefs.  JP 

 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

AOF Family Fun Day & Potluck 
Sunday, September 11, 2016, 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM at 
Edôs home. 

¶ Get together to build our community - have fun - and share 
good food.  Bring your favorite dish to share, enough for 8. 

¶ Dogs and cats live at this house. 

¶ There is a pool, so bring your swim suit if you wish. 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Clearwater UU Humanists 
 
Usually on the 3Rd Sunday, at 12:30 
 

   We are a group of Unitarian 
Universalists committed to a humanistic 
and non-theistic worldview. Currently, 
meetings are scheduled once a month and 
are usually held on the third Sunday of 
most months from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm, 
after UU services. 
 

This month, no meeting.  

St Pete Atheists // Freethought Group 
Moderated by: Gary Thompson 
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 7:00 PM  
Contact: easy8@tampabay.rr.com    

On the web: http:\\ atheists.meetup.com/209 
 

* Provide intellectual and emotional support to each other and to 

others in our community who share our philosophy.  

* Foster humanistic moral values and ethical behaviors.  

* Promote a naturalistic worldview wherein beliefs must be verified 

by a scientific examination of evidence.  

* Defend the separation of church and state at all levels of 

government as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States of 

America.  
* "To Smell the Roses Along the Way"  
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ACLU Sues on Behalf of Student Who 
Spoke Out During Violent Classroom Arrest 

 

 

 
 

One day last fall, Niya Kenny watched as a school resource officer flipped her classmate out of her chair, grabbed her arm and 
leg, and threw her across the room. 
The violent scene, captured on camera, took place at Spring Valley High School in Richland County, South Carolina. Kenny's classmate 

had refused to put away her cell phone and leave the room, so a teacher called in Officer Ben Fields. As the altercation unfolded, Kenny 
called out for help and said, ñYôall cannot do this!ò 
Fields told Kenny, who was crying over the incident, that she was going to jail, too. After handcuffing and taking the other student out of 

the room, he arrested Kenny. She was jailed for the day, fingerprinted and photographed, and was later released with criminal charges of 
ñdisturbing a school.ò 
On her behalf, the ACLU filed a lawsuit against South Carolina to challenge a law that makes ñdisturbing a schoolò a criminal 

offense. 
The ACLU found that hundreds of students ð some as young as 7 years old ð are being charged under a far-reaching and nebulous 

ñdisturbing schoolsò law for behaviors such as loitering, cursing, or undefined ñobnoxiousò actions on school grounds. The statute also has a 
chilling effect on students who speak out against policing abuses in schools. Black girls and boys are nearly four times as likely to be targeted 
under the law. 
Students should not face violent arrests, jail time and criminal charges for normal adolescent behavior. Thank you for standing with us 

as we take on this urgent issue. 

Click on the photo to see the video. 

http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Florida-Tampabay/
http://atheistsoffloridainc.org/
http://atheistsoffloridainc.org/
http://atheists.meetup.com/209
https://ms.clicks.actions.aclu.org/t/gccbaSJVhQBGRkHC49F0qaG4P6ONDH~aaaaGFWgBL1F2Tuaa?s=3@046-42&c=tmmcgdg031_ikcgn.aqk&n=e&z=
https://ms.clicks.actions.aclu.org/t/gccbaSJVhQBGRkHC49F0qaG4P6ONDH~aaaaGFWgBL1F2Tuaa?s=3@046-42&c=tmmcgdg031_ikcgn.aqk&n=e&z=
https://www.aclu.org/multimedia?v=HynIKU8P9LU?ms=eml_160820_STPP_union_mem&emsrc=Nat_Appeal_AutologinEnabled&emissue=RacialJustice&emtype=cultivation
https://ms.clicks.actions.aclu.org/t/gccbaSJVhQBGRkHC49F0qaG4P6ONDH~aaaaGFWgBL1F2Tuaa?s=3@046-42&c=tmmcgdg031_ikcgn.aqk&n=g&z=
https://ms.clicks.actions.aclu.org/t/gccbaSJVhQBGRkHC49F0qaG4P6ONDH~aaaaGFWgBL1F2Tuaa?s=3@046-42&c=tmmcgdg031_ikcgn.aqk&n=d&z=


Thinking deep thoughts about  serious 
matters since 2008. Carrollwood 
Cultural Center, Tampa, every 3rd 
Monday, monthly at 7 PM. 

   Sept 15th Topic: tba 
 
See our Meetup site: 
www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/ 
for more information. 

Tampa Bay Thinkers 

The Military Association 
of Atheists & Freethinkers 
  

  

  

 
 

 Nontheistic service members serve 
honorably throughout the worldï
always have; always will. However, 
nontheists are the last unprotected 
minority. The nontheistic, whether an 
atheist, humanist, agnostic, freethinker, 
or other secular minority, have a strong 
community.  
 Jason Torpy, a West Point graduate, 
serves as president of MAAF. He also 
holds seats on the boards of the Secular 
Coalition for America and the 
American Humanist Assoc. 
 
On the web at: www.maaf.info  
 
Contact: Chris 
(christbrown@yahoo.com) 
MSgt, USAF (Retired)      
Co-Organizer: 
MacDill Atheists & Secular 
Humanists (MASH)   MacDill AFB, 

  

Tampa Bay 
Computer Society 
& Docôs Caf®  

 
 
 
 
Lectures, discussions, & 
hands-on demonstrations 
of the humane use of 
technology. Visit our new 
facility on 300 S Duncan 
Ave Suite 275, Clearwater, 
FL 33755.  Map   
Dave óDocô Dockery, 
President.   
Check out Docôs Caf® to 
discuss serous ideas & 
issues.  
Find us at:  
   www.tampa-bay.org    
                   

We repair memberôs 
computers Free! 

8 
          

Humanist Families of Greater Tampa            
Jennifer Hancock started this organization several years  
 ago It uniquely serves Humanist families with a variety of  
 wonderful programs throughout the year  
 There is a strong emphasis on creative childrearing Here,  
 you can make connection with other families dealing  
 with the  problems of living in a society that is still hostile  
 to an  explicitly Humanist Way of life. Jennifer is  
author of several books including:  The Humanist  Handbook,  
The Humanist Approach to Happiness, and her  latest book,  
The Bully Vaccine. 

 

Humanist Families organizes social outings every month. These are opportunities to 
do something fun, socialize and enjoy each otherôs company. Sometimes we go to a 
park, sometimes a museum, sometimes we go swimming. Our group has grown over the 
past year to the point we now organize Tampa area outings and Manatee/Sarasota area 
outings every month. 
  Throughout the year we host parties like Darwin Day in February, World Humanist 
Day in June, Freethought Day at Disney in October and Carl Sagan Day in November. 
 Among our  spin off groups, is a Parenting Beyond Belief group which gets together 
to discuss the challenges of raising children without religion. We are on Facebook .         

See more at: http://www.Jen-Hancock.com.      
 
Thank you!  Jennifer Hancock  

The Institute 
for Science 
and Human 
Values 

Toni Van Pelt 

President and Public Policy Director 
Institute for Science and Human Values, Inc.   
 
Mail: 11280 Freedom Ct., Seminole, FL 33772   
Email: tvanpelt@ishv.net 
Web: www.ishv.net 

What has Atheists of Florida 
planned for 2016? 
1. Getting interfaith/community groups  
in Florida to admit AoF as a member 
organization 

2. Conduct a T-Shirt and Button contest 
3. Ensuring public libraries have free- 
thought magazines and materials  
available 

4. Hosting a series of meetings on Liv- 
ing Without God(s) 

5. Promoting a campaign to end reli- 
gious exemptions from vaccinations 

6. Promoting a campaign to fight reli- 
gious influence in local government 

7. Protest any invasion into public  
schools of religious material 

8. Voter Education for School Board  
elections in every Florida county 

http://www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/events/224657206/
http://www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/
http://www.maaf.info/
http://christbrown@yahoo.com
http://www.maaf.info/
http://jen-hancock.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce4f7fde90b359ef7fac10d0e&id=5c4eed59d1&e=4d3e10c113
http://tampa-bay.org/map/
http://www.tampa-bay.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/HumanistFamiliesTampa/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/HumanistFamiliesTampa/
http://www.Jen-ancock.com

















