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               Coming in October...Sponsored by Tampa Bay Coalition of Reason 
 
 

         Dr. Richard Dawkins 

Author of 

                                           A Brief Candle in the Dark 

 
 
 
 
 

In this hugely entertaining sequel to the New York Times bestselling memoir An Appetite for Wonder, 
Richard Dawkins delves deeply into his intellectual life spent kick-starting new conversations about 
science, culture, and religion and writing yet another of the most audacious and widely read books of 
the twentieth centuryðThe God Delusion.  The book will be released on September  29th.   

Doctor Dawkins is coming to Clearwater October 10th! 
Although plans are not finalized at this writing, you can get your copy and get the authorôs 
autograph through TB CoR at a special Meet the Author event on October 10th at the Clearwater UU 
Octagon.  Your ticket will admit you to the event and get you a copy of the book.  No book other than 
that provided through the event will be autographed.  Watch these pages for Confirmation.         
                                                                                                                     See next page for more... 

 

With the creative insight of Steve Brown,  

The Humanist Society of the Suncoast will 

sponsor and host a commemoration of  

         ²ƻǊƭŘ IǳƳŀƴƛǎǘ 5ŀȅ   

 
2 PM on June 21, 2015, to take place in the 

auditorium of the  St. Petersburg Main Public 

Library at 3745 Ninth Ave. North.            
 
Co-sponsored by TB-CoR 
                               More on Page 2 inside 

Tony Ortega                                  Hear Producer of 
                                             HBOôs Going Clear 

 

                                              Tony Ortega                                              

                                                         On                                                     

on                                                                  

                                              Scientology 
                                                                                                                    

                                                          June 28th  2 PM 

                                                       At Clearwater Main 

                                                                 Library                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Ortega is executive editor of  the  Raw Story and  

is formerly the editor of The Village Voice. He's written 

critically about Scientology since 1995, and has a 

forthcoming book about the subject. He continues to 

monitor breaking developments in the Scientology 

world from an undisclosed location in an underground 

bunker he shares with four cats and one wrinkly Shar 

Pei dog.  

Mr. Ortegaôs appearance is sponsored  

by CFI & TB Skeptics.  

 Co-sponsored by TB-CoR.  

http://www.humanistcharities.org/index.php
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
mailto:rokeefe@centerforinquiry.net
mailto:jamestp@metrodirect.net
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/hc/oklahoma?erid=4591335&trid=8ad3ad50-d6e4-417f-8a68-f3d8c4edf1d1


YOU'RE INVITED !!!   
  

It's time! Time for us to celebrate Humanism boldly under its own 

name. We've become accustomed to deferring  to "reason" and 

"science" in our commemorative events as if those  essential 

elements represent all there is to say about us. Perhaps we were 

made shy by attempts in past years in some right wing circles to 

make "humanism" a "dirty" word.  

  

Circumstances change. Only this month a new Pew Research 

report  re-emphasizes that disaffiliation from traditional religious 

institutions continues to increase in the U.S., and suggests a growing 

need for shared  values that grow out of direct human experience 

and  the  much more informed knowledge of the natural world than 

existed  when our  main religious traditions were born many 

centuries ago.                                                            

  

Please come and participate as  part of a program featuring a 'round-

the-world tour of the ways humanism is conceived and presented 

("marketed," if you will) by humanist groups internationally, in the 

U.S., and especially in Florida. 

  

Listen to views expressed by leaders of area groups in panel 

discussion and express your own. Is humanism a personal 

philosophy or a shared world-view and way of life ready to  

take its place among the number of life-stances that characterize 

cultures around the world? 

  

 Is humanism "Eight Letters -- No More!"?  That is, need it be 

modified by adjectives of any kind, such as "secular?" Always with 

a capital "H?" Does "one-size" now fit all?  

  

And share a few moments honoring Humanist "elders" and pioneers 

who live in our local communities. 

  

We launch this  modest effort in the hope that it will inspire other 

Florida groups to take up the celebration of World Humanist Day. 

  

World Humanist Day celebrations  were initiated by 

several state associations in the U.S. in the 1980s, and subsequently 

the day was recognized and the date fixed as June 21 jointly by the 

American Humanist Association (AHA) and the International 

Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU).  

  

For some time the day has been promoted largely by the IHEU, a 

network of well over 100  organizations around the world, many of 

them networks as well, including in the U.S.,  the AHA, American 

Ethical Union, Center for Inquiry, Institute for Science and Human 

Values and the Society for Humanistic Judaism. 

 

 

Promoting Action & Unity  
in the Tampa Bay Area  

 

Join the Freethought Organizations in the Tampa Bay Area: 

Tampa Humanist Association, Humanist Society of the Suncoast, 

Center for Inquiry, UU Humanists Clearwater, Atheists of Florida, 

UU Humanists Tampa,* Secular Student Alliance USF,* Plus 

numerous Meetup organizations that promote what are essentially 

Freethought principles (*= not currently members of the Coalition) 
 

  Thus substantive and exciting new activities are offered to the 

Tampa Bay area that were not possible for most organizations before. 

 We are especially grateful to the national office of the  United 

Coalition of Reason and its director, Jason Heap. You may recall that 

UCoR was the major impetus to getting a large number of billboards 

erected in Tampa Bay and across the nation with such messages as 

ñYou can be good without God Millions are!ò 

 TBCoR is an alliance of  groups identified with the freethought /

Humanist /Atheist movement . 

 As this momentum continues to grow, we will keep you informed 

of developments .  JP                        Contact: tbcor@metrodirect.net 

              http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/ 
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Richard Dawkins  
Called ñone of the best nonfiction writers alive todayò (Stephen 

Pinker,) Dawkins offers a candid look at the events and ideas that 

encouraged him to shift his attention to the intersection of culture, 

religion, and science. He also invites the reader to look more closely 

at the brilliant succession of ten influential books that grew naturally 

out of his busy life, highlighting the ideas that connect them and 

excavating their origins. 

 

On the publication of his tenth book, the smash hit, The God 

Delusion, a ñresounding trumpet blast for truthò (Matt Ridley), 

Richard Dawkins was catapulted from mere intellectual stardom into 

a circle of celebrity thinkers dubbed, ñThe New Atheistsòðincluding 

Christopher Hitchens, Sam Harris, and Daniel Dennett. 

 

Throughout, Dawkins shares with us his infectious sense of wonder at 

the natural world, his enjoyment of the absurdities of human 

interaction, and his bracing awareness of lifeôs brevity: all of which 

have made a deep imprint on our culture. 

  

Steve Brown is the man 

behind the scenes and main 

organizer of this World 

Humanist Day observance. 

 

Steve has a long and active 

history of involvement with 

the Humanist movement as a 

way of life over the past 60 

years.  

mailto:tbcor@metrodirect.net
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/


~ Join or 

Renew ~ 
Your Humanist Society of the 

Suncoast 

Annual Dues.  
 

      _Trial ï3 monthï free news  

     _Regular -$25                

       _Reg. Couple -$30.  

       _Supporter -$35/45  (W/ pin above)           

       _Life -$200. 

       _Life Couple -$250. 

      _Associate -$10   
 

 

Your membership helps keep Humanism alive 

and growing in the Tampa Bay area A small 

part of your dues allows us to participate fully 

as a member organization of the Tampa Bay 

Coalition of Reason and enables us to support 

larger and more exciting programs. 
 

If you have questions concerning your dues or 

status, contact our treasurer, 

marios_psomas@hotmail.com 
 

If new, please fill out the form; if renewing 

just indicate your name and any changes from 

our previous information Thanks! 

 

Name: 

____________________________________ 

 

Address ïif new :______________________ 

 

City, State, Zip ________________________ 

 

Phone:*______________________________ 

 

E-mail:_______________________________ 
(Privacy respected) 

 

 

Send tax deductible (501c3) dues to:  

 

Marios Psomas, Treasurer  
 Humanist Society of the Suncoast, AHA 

1013 Connecticut Rd           

Tarpon Springs, FL 34689     

                                         *= optional 

June,  2015 Volume 23 No. 6 

An Epicurean society  dedicated to the proposition that the fully examined life is  worth living well. 
Associate organization of the Humanists of Florida, the AHA, COR, and CSH  Find us at www.suncoasthumanist.com 
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Please join us  at   
2 PM June 6th 

at  
 

The Clearwater 
Countryside 
Library  2741 
State Rd. 580 
Clearwater, FL 
33761 

 

Many members 
go to dinner 
afterwards at the 
Chop Sticks Rest. 
2543 Countryside 
Blvd.  Alcohol avail. 

Food: the first kindness Humanists aspire to true friendship with our 

fellow human beings.  
An important measure of this concern is care for the physical well being 

of others.  As reactionaries in congress vote to cut the budget for food 

stamps and other key supports, there is increasing hunger here in our 

community.  Thanks to Glenn Paul, chair.                                       

Ed Note: Glenn needs assistance We need volunteers!  See a 

board member. Or write to jim@suncoasthumanist.com  Thanx.  

News 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
    Tampa Bay Harvest 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liz Coursen 
     Shade in the Sunshine State: Reflections on Segregation in Florida, is a powerful 

history of segregation in Florida, alternating between first-person remembrances and real-life 

visual images of contemporaneous advertising, postcards, and newspaper articles. Particular 

attention will be given to the time between the start of WWII (late 1930s) and the time after 

the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Topics will include the Rosenwald Schools of 

Florida; Jackie Robinson's minor league baseball debut in Sanford and Daytona Beach; Ft. 

Lauderdale's 1961 ñwade-inò; Jacksonville's 1960 sit-in; the exclusion of Jews from hotels all 

over the state; the integration of Florida schools; and even a science fiction book.  

     The take away from this lecture is two-fold. First, all Americans of a ñcertain ageò have 

memories of segregation, regardless of where they lived, segregation is part of American 

history. Second, no matter how far we very well may have to come, there is no doubt, and 

ñShade in the Sunshine Stateò will make this very clear, there is no doubt that in the past fifty 

years America as a nation, and Americans as individuals have come a long, long way in 

ensuring equal rights for all. There is progress to be made, but the 50th anniversary of the 

Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts is a good opportunity to reflect on the progress that has 

been made.  

mailto:marios_psomas@hotmail.com
http://www.floridahumanist.org
http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://unitedcor.org/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/
http://www.suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.metrodirect.net/humanist/
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.chopsticksuperbuffet.com/
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com


The Movable Feast :   
ÔÈÅ (ÕÍÁÎÉÓÔ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ $ÉÎÎÅÒ 

&ÏÒ *ÕÎÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ȣ 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1101 S Missouri Ave, Clearwater, FL 33756 

(727) 442-1217 
 

Weôre changing our approach.  Now its just open.  No 

RSVP  required.  Trundle on down  for the fine food 

and fastidiously fabulous fellowship!   

But be there on Sunday June 21st by 5 Oôclock 
for preferred seating.  Otherwise you may have to 

stand.  As always, this is a self treated dinner.      DK   

Humanists work to build a world 

in which happiness is the 

enduring criterion of social policy. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
           IǳƳŀƴƛǎǘ ²ŀȅΚ 
 
 

1. To extend a human centered approach 

to the critical problems of life and society.  
 

 

 

2. To encourage attitudes of kindness,  

compassion, tolerance and a loving 

generosity in human relationships,  

and in our treatment of all life. These 

attitudes help us to see ourselves in the 

lives of others, and encourage 

appreciation for the remarkable diversity 

of human culture and experience. 

 
 

3. To develop and popularize the skills of 

creative and critical thinking that 

empower people to challenge prejudice, 

superstition and irrationality in every area 

of life.  Such empowerment enables the 

individual to reach the highest levels of 

achievement. 

 
 

4. To exalt those artistic and imaginative 

expressions of life which have been the 

source of the greatest pleasure and 

enlightenment, and which reflect 

compelling human truths. Through music, 

literature, art, dance, and other 

expressions, we embrace the essence of 

what it means to be human. 

 
 

5. To explore the grounds of ethics and 

morality within the unfolding history of 

our evolving culture.   Such knowledge 

will enable us to become effective 

protagonists for the happiness of the 

individual person.  JP 

Humanist 

society  
of  the 

Suncoas t  

A chapter of the American Humanist Assoc.  

 The Association of Secular Humanist Societies 
 

Board of Directors. 

Meets  Sept., December, April 
 

 

Wŀȅ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΣ 
{ǘŜǾŜ .ǊƻǿƴΣ  

[ƻƛǎ CǊƛŜǎΣ  {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
5ŀǾŜ YƻǾŀǊΣ  ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
.ŜǘƘ aŀȄƛŜΣ 
WƛƳ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΣ  tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
CǊŀƴƪ tǊŀƘƭ Σ 
aŀǊƛƻǎ tǎƻƳŀǎΣ  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
WƻǊŘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΦ 

9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ ¢ŜǊǊȅ 9ŎƪǎǘŜƛƴΣ 

Wƻƴ DǊŜŜƴΣ aŀǊƪ YƭƛƎƳŀƴΣ WŜǊǊȅ aƻƻǊŜΣ 
aŀǊƪ ²ƛƴǘŜǊōƻǧƻƳΣ  {ƛŘƴŜȅ DƻŜǘȊ 
5ŜŎΦ .ƻō /ƻƭƭŜǧŜΣ DƭŜƴƴ tŀǳƭΣ 5ƻƴ 
!ŎŜƴōǊŀŎƪ 5ŜŎΦΣ wƻō .ȅǊŎƘΣ 5ŜŎΦ WŀŎƪƛŜ 
WƻǊŘŀƴΣ .ǊŜƴǘ ¸ŀŎƛǿΣ aƛƪŜ IǳōōŀǊŘΣ 
aŀǧ /ƻƻǇŜǊ 5ŜŎΣ WƛƳ .ǳǘƭŜǊ     

                 ~*~*-~*~*~ 
WƻǊŘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ Ƴŀƛƭ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ 
 

WƛƳ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
E-Mail us at:  

jim@suncoasthumanist.com  

Laugh Lines               Wit on the Go   6-15 

His  dizzy aunt ----------------------------------------- Verti Gogh 

  

The  brother who ate prunes-------------------------- Gotta Gogh 

  

The  brother who worked at convenience store --Stop N Gogh 

  

The  grandfather from Yugoslavia ---------------------- U Gogh 

  

His  magician uncle -------------------------  Where-diddy Gogh 

  

His  Mexican cousin --------------------------------  A Mee Gogh 

  

The  Mexican cousin's American half-brother -----Gring Gogh 

  

The  nephew who drove a stage coach --------- Wells-far Gogh 

  

The  constipated uncle -------------------------------- Can't Gogh 

  

The  ballroom dancing aunt -------------------------- Tang Gogh 

  

The  bird lover uncle -------------------------------- Flamin Gogh 

  

An  aunt who taught positive thinking ----------- Way-to-Gogh 

  

The  little bouncy nephew ------------------------------ Poe Gogh 

  

A sister who loved disco -------------------------------- Go Gogh 

  

And  his niece who travels the country in an RV -------------                         

                                                                      Winnie Bay Gogh 

  

I saw you smiling . . .. there ya Gogh  

                                                     . .Thanks to Marios Psomas 

   4 

Need Psychological 

Counseling?   

For a secular therapist, 

click:  

Cognitive Neurosciences 

Inc. or,  

The Therapist Project,  

or,  

Lynda Gurvitz,  

               (727) 725-8820  

or  Patricia Walters,  

             (813) 988-5977 

 

Also, For Addiction 

Problems, see:  Life Ring 
Secular Recovery  Meetings  
11485 Oakhurst Road   

Waters Edge Club House 

Largo, Florida 

  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
,%20https:/www.therapistproject.org/index.php
mailto:walters601@verizon.net
http://liferingtampabay.com/meetings.htm
http://liferingtampabay.com/meetings.htm


Tampa Humanist Association  
  

Meets every third Saturday at, 11:00 AM  in  

The North Tampa Public Library 
8916 North Blvd. Tampa, FL 33604        Map                   

Meets June 20th   

 

 Our next discussion will consider  

             Quilliam  

Quilliam is the worldôs first counter-extremism think tank set up to address the unique 

challenges of citizenship, identity, and belonging in a globalised world. Quilliam stands for 

religious freedom, equality, human rights and democracy. 

Challenging extremism is the duty of all responsible members of society. Not least because 

cultural insularity and extremism are products of the failures of wider society to foster a 

shared sense of belonging and to advance liberal democratic values. With Islamist 

extremism in particular, we believe a more self-critical approach must be adopted by 

Muslims. Westophobic ideological influences and social insularity needs to be challenged 

within Muslim communities by Muslims themselves whilst simultaneously, an active drive 

towards creating an inclusive civic identity must be pursued by all members of society. 

Quilliam seeks to challenge what we think, and the way we think. It aims to generate 

creative, informed and inclusive discussions to counter the ideological underpinnings of 

terrorism, whilst simultaneously providing evidence-based recommendations to 

governments for related policy measures.      See: http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/ 

 

Join the Tampa Humanist Association!  

                   Our next meeting after this, on July 18th, will consider the question of how to 

make the philosophical and social tools of Humanism more useful in Tampa.                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                          JP 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Humanist Quotes 

ñWell, I'll put it this way: you can 
certainly say belief in God makes people 

behave worse. That can be proved 

beyond a doubt.ò 

 

                    Christopher Hitchens  
6-15 

 Humanists can make a 
difference for a Child  

  The need is great. All it takes is about an 

hour out of a day, and the commitment to 

show up once a week. The feeling of having 

helped is most gratifying.  How can we as 

Humanists not act to impact a child in the 

inner city in a positive manner?  
  

 In Hillsborough County, contact: Debra 

L. Blossom, Program Manager Training 

and Volunteer Management. 813.872-5254                                               

debra.blossom@sdhc.k12.fl.us   

 

Gale Barron 
gfbshb@aol.com 
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~           ~ 

  Another Humanist 

Discussion group forms  

in east Tampa 

 

 UU Humanists of Tampa - Public 

Discussion, 2nd Wed. eve from 7 -9 PM 

and on the 4th Sun. Morning  9:45 - 10:45.  
  

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd. Tampa, FL 33637 

More information can be found at : 

 
http://uutampa.org/unitarian-
universalist-humanist-of-tampa/ 

 

Show off your commitment to Science and Reason!  
Tampa CFI is offering these great license plate surrounds  
Fits all US plates - easy to install Now only $15.  
Order from Rick OôKeefe  

 

 

 

Secular Services Directory 

Serving the Secular Community with 

Rational Competence 

if you offer or need professional services in 

any area of life, check out this opportunity.   

The directory for services will be out soon. 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+Hillsborough,+Florida+33604,+United+States&sll=27.970584,-82.467655&sspn=0.004056,0.004517&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+HillC:/Users/Metrocentral/Documents/2012%20taxes
mailto:debra.blossom@sdhc.k12.fl.us
mailto:gfbshb@aol.com
http://uutampa.org/unitarian-universalist-humanist-of-tampa/
http://uutampa.org/unitarian-universalist-humanist-of-tampa/
http://www.aahumanism.net/
mailto:rokeefe@centerforinquiry.net
http://www.secularservicesdirectory.com/
http://www.secularservicesdirectory.com/
http://www.secularservicesdirectory.com/
http://www.secularservicesdirectory.com/about


This Canôt be happening! 
 

A tectonic shift is occurring suddenly in the debate over climate 

change. 

Only a few years ago, at least in the US corporate media, there was 

always a rough equivalence accorded to those experts who were 

warning about a looming climate disaster facing mankind, and those 

who called the whole thing a "conspiracy" by corrupt scientists and 

politicians (without ever explaining what the motive would have 

been). 

Suddenly, though, that rough equivalence in the coverage is gone. 

The climate deniers are now exposed as charlatans in the pay of 

energy companies, and the coverage has shifted to talking about 

climate disaster being closer than we had been being told. If there is 

a "conspiracy," we are now learning, it may be that climate 

scientists, afraid of creating a sense of hopelessness and doom 

among the public, have been soft-pedaling their warnings, stressing 

the need to quickly cut back on the use of greenhouse-gas-producing 

fuels in order to try and keep global warming below 2 degrees 

centigrade (roughly 4 degrees Fahrenheit), when they all really know 

that a 4-degree centigrade rise is already "baked into" the earth's 

near-term climate future, perhaps by as early as 2100. 

This shift has yet to make its way into the public's consciousness in 

the US (and much of the rest of the world too), but it is clearly going 

to happen. The question then will be: how will governments, and 

more importantly, the people of the world, respond to the new much 

grimmer reality? 

 

Clearly, the capitalist system, fully corrupted at this point because of 

the size to which global corporations have grown, and the power 

they have gained to buy governments, cannot and will not rescue 

humanity from itself. Just look at the latest news from the Shell Oil 

Company, where internal documents just released show that 

company scientists have assured top executives that global warming 

in the far north means Shell can aggressively lease tracts of the 

formerly ice-bound Arctic Ocean and move floating platforms up 

there to extract even more oil and gas from the newly ice-free 

seafloor. These documents flatly declare that a 2Ü C temperature rise 

is passe and that a 4Ü C rise is already in the cards, moving towards a 

staggering 6Ü C rise (note for US readers: that is an almost 11Ü F 

temperature rise globally!). 

The notion that corporations and a capitalist politico-economic 

system could ever take the necessary steps to halt climate disaster, 

for example by adopting energy conservation and becoming "green" 

companies, was always a pipedream. Just "going green," while still 

producing unneeded junk and continuing to try and grow would 

never reduce total carbon emissions. It would require massively 

scaling back the production of useless or polluting goods and 

services, and shutting down many operations. And while the current 

US Supreme Court majority may think, or pretend to think, that 

corporations are people, they actually are institutions that are by their 

very nature and structure devoid of conscience, devoid of morality, 

and even devoid of any sense of long-term self-preservation" 

For the rest of this article by DAVE LINDORFF in 

ThisCantBeHappening!, the new independent, uncompromised, five-

time Project Censored Award-winning online alternative newspaper, 

please go to: www.thiscantbehappening.net/node/2761 

~ Ý ~ 

On the Inevitability of the Great Transition 

    Our civilization was built by people who successfully conquered, 

colonized, and exploited, then moved elsewhere to do the same thing 

yet again.  Because we are enjoying a one-time gift of fossil fuels that 

empower us to do things no previous society ever dreamed of, we 

have come to believe in our own omnipotence, exceptionalism, and 

invincibility. But we have now run out of new places to conquer, the 

best of the fossil fuels are used up, and the environmental 

consequences of burning them are starting to catch up with us.  

    We can learn from crisis; cultural anthropology shows that. But, in 

this instance, we need to learn fast, and perhaps some organized effort 

to aid that process would be well spent. Planetary boundaries 

discourse could help explain to frightened masses why the world 

seems to be falling apart around them, while community resilience-

building could help them adapt to changed conditions. 
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Letters of Distinction 
Some of our best writers published in our local media 

Parents have less control 5/19/15 

Credit the Internet and cellphones for the declining religiosity in 

America and throughout the world wherever it is not censored. Until 

recently, families have had local control of the information their 

children received. Now, even many preschoolers have access to the 

Internet and cellphones, greatly expanding access to information 

parents have shielded them from in the past. It is much harder now to 

indoctrinate young children in the religion of their parents. 

There are no such things as Christian children, Muslim children or 

atheist children. There are only children of Christian, Muslim or 

atheist parents. Today's children are learning this lesson much earlier 

and are questioning why there are so many differences, relying more 

on science and less on biased history, to sort them out. 

Frank Prahl, St. Petersburg 

Tampa Bay Times 

 

Send us your letters, published or not. 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/may/17/shell-accused-of-strategy-risking-catastrophic-climate-change
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/may/17/shell-accused-of-strategy-risking-catastrophic-climate-change
http://www.thiscantbehappening.net/node/2761
http://www.postcarbon.org/
http://www.postcarbon.org/


      

The Tampa Bay Timesô recent disclosure that police are targeting 

Blacks who ride bicycles ð including children as young as three 

years old ð for dramatically high rates of stops and searches is the 

latest piece in the nationwide debate about racial profiling that has 

followed the police-involved deaths of Michael Brown, Eric Garner, 

Walter Scott, Freddie Gray, and countless others. 

Communities across the country are connecting the deluge of 

incidents in which police use force against Blacks (or, as in Grayôs 

case, show gross disregard for Black life) to everyday interactions in 

which police stop, frisk, and search Blacks and Latinos because of 

their race, rather than evidence of wrongdoing ð a practice well-

documented in New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Ferguson. The 

latest reports from Tampa underscore just how little progress has 

been made in rooting out racial profiling and how the routine over 

policing of communities of color can lead to interactions that 

tragically devolve into the use of force    

The Tampa Police Department should also accept the invitation of 

civil rights groups and faith leaders to discuss bicycle enforcement 

and reforms to address racial disparities in policing. And it should 

stop issuing bicycle tickets until an investigation identifies the 

source of the problem, to prevent the needless issuance of tickets for 

minor infractions.                                                                           6-15 
 

 

 

       Clearwater UU Humanists 
 We are a group of Unitarian Universalists committed to a 
humanistic and non-theistic worldview. Currently, meetings are 

scheduled once a month and are usually held on the third Sunday 

of most months from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm, after UU services.  

 The UU Humanists are open to all aspects of humanism,  

including investigation of religious humanism.  

However, the focus of the group is on secular  

aspects of humanism.  

 

 Programs have been well received with  

attendance between 50 and 75. To learn  

more, please contact: co-facilitators:  Bill  

Norswrthy bnorsworthy@verizon.net 

Mark Brandt mwbrandt@mail.usf.edu 

Web site: www.uuclearwater.org 

 

    

 Come to our Summer Social  

July17th  at Benedicts in Dunedin  

at 6PM  limit of 50  (FCFS) 
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Florida NOW 
http://www.flnow.org/  

    NOW is a multi-issue political organization. NOW's self-defined 

role has been to initiate change for the benefit of the greatest 

number of people, to affect the legal and institutional structures of 

the society in a way that systematically expands the choices and 

possibilities available to all women. In this way, NOW takes action 

to bring women, as a class, into the mainstream of society, rather 

than offering aid to individual women in achieving personal 

solutions or temporary relief from oppression.  
 

 The Florida National Organization for Women is a group 
dedicated to taking action to bring ALL women into full 
equality and participation through changing policy, law and 
culture This mission attracts women and men of diverse 
backgrounds and gives us the ability to look at the systemic 
oppression in our lives and determine actions that will bring 
about change for all women. 
 

    Often, we are contacted by women and men who are 
facing "legal" situations, or in need of help for a group or 
individual  Unfortunately, we do not have the resources to 
provide direct services, and for legal reasons we can not 
provide referrals for lawyers or other services If you need 
these services, please consider doing an internet search for 
local attorneys, referral services, legal aide, domestic 
violence shelters, or other terms that are appropriate for your 
individual situation. Good luck. 

The Humanities Institute at USF 
http://humanities-institute.usf.edu/about/   

 

Challenge, Create, Connect: Our new motto focuses our commitment to 

bring the beauty, values, and lessons of the humanities to USF and our 

community.   

 

The USF Humanities Institute, established in 2003, provides a forum where 

ideas are debated, values are clarified, and students, faculty, and community 

come together to envision a better world through scholarship, debate, and 

public programs. 

We showcase the scholarship of USF faculty from across the disciplines, as 

well as hosting renowned scholars and sponsoring small conferences and 

symposia on topics developed with faculty and students. We are developing 

distinctive signature themes, and strengthening our focus on relevance and 

community engagement, demonstrating that the joy and challenge of the 

humanities belong to everyone. 

As part of our mission to encourage important research in the humanities, 

the Institute provides summer grants for humanities-focused research 

projects. Following the National Endowment for the Humanities, we foster 

a broad and inclusive definition of humanities, to include the contributions 

of scholars in language, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, 

archaeology, religion, ethics, arts, and humanistic social sciences. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/how-riding-your-bike-can-land-you-in-trouble-with-the-cops---if-youre-black/2225966
http://ccrjustice.org/files/Fagan%20Report%20Summary%20Final.pdf
https://www.aclum.org/stopandfrisk
http://www.aclupa.org/news/2015/02/24/philadelphia-police-continue-stop-tens-thousands-illegally
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf
https://aclufl.org/2015/04/23/aclu-faith-leaders-and-civil-rights-groups-call-on-tampa-mayor-to-end-bicycle-citation-program/
http://www.clip-pinellas.org/
mailto:bnorsworthy@verizon.net
mailto:mwbrandt@mail.usf.edu
http://www.uuclearwater.org
http://www.flnow.org/
http://www.flnow.org/
http://humanities-institute.usf.edu/about/
http://click.actions.aclu.org/?qs=2a4ffb2324d7fc117dd27689339164ba52802bbd56d6feed33a4fd8c8486deb2
http://bankofwisdom.com/


Meaningful Books  

Read Humanist Periodicals:  The worldôs leading minds can 

be read at: The Humanist, Free Inquiry, Free Mind, Humanist 

Perspectives, Skeptical Inquirer, Secular Humanist Bulletin, 

The Florida Humanist Journal, Skeptic, Essays in Humanism, 

and many others Look óem up! 

Evolve Fish is a good source for your freethought goodies: 

Pins, posters, buttons, bumper stickers, tïshirts, etc            

http://evolvefish.com/ 

Ingersoll on CD: 2-CD set includes "About the 

Holy Bible" (1894) and "Why Am I an 

Agnostic?" (1889). The complete texts, without 

one word omitted ... performed with an 

oratorical flourish that does justice to Ingersoll's 

mighty words. Plus an introduction that places 

Ingersoll and freethought into the context of 

America's Gilded Age. Two complete works of 

Ingersoll performed in our time! 2-CD Set, $12. 

Click here to order 

The Matt Cooper  
Memorial Humanist Lending Library   
Humanist Society members (only) can select the number of 

the book you wish to borrow, and send it to Marios Psomas 

at:  marios_psomas@hotmail.com Then pick it up at the 

next meeting Be sure to return it!  Donations appreciated. 
 #    TITLE                      AUTHOR                                                
  1. The Expanding Circle                               Peter Singer 

      2. In Gods we Trust                                       Scott Atran 

      3. Why Evolution is True                              Jerry Coyne 

      4. The Second World                                     Panag Khanna 

      5. Denialism                                                   Michael Specter          

       6. The Selfish Gene                                       Richard Dawkins 

       7. Democracy Incorporated                           Sheldon Wolin 

       8. The Upside Irrationality                            Dan Ariely 

       9. The End of Growth                                   Richard Heinberg 

    10. The God Delusion                                     Richard Dawkins 

    11. All That We Share                                    Jay Wallgasper 

    12. Sex, Time, and Power                               Leonard Shlain 

    13. Sex at Dawn                                              C. Ryan, & C. Jetha                                                                                                 

     14. What liberal Media                                    Eric Alderman 

     15. The End of Faith                                        Sam Harris 

     16. Plan B                                                        Lester Brown 

     17. The Portable Atheist                                  Christopher Hitchens 

     18  Open Society                                              George Soros 

     19 Non Believer Nation                                   David Niose 

     20 God on Trial                                                Peter Irons 

     21. Natural Experiments of History                 Diamond-Robinson 

     22. The Missionary Position                            Christopher Hitchens 

     23 Life Inc                                                        Douglas Rushkoff 

     24 A brief History of Time                              Stephen Hawkins 

     25 Breaking the Spell                                       Daniel Dennett 

     26 The Philosophy of Humanism                    Corliss Lamont 

     27 The Quotable Atheist                                  Jack Huberman 

     28 50 Reasons People Give for Believing In God. G. Harrison 

     29  Mathematics and Politics                          Alan Taylor 

     30  Stealing Elections                                      John Fund 

     31  The God Virus                                           Darrel Ray 

     32  What Every American Should Know About World  Rossi 

     33  Imagine Thereôs no Heaven                      Editors of Free Inquiry 

      34  Hidden Order                                           David Friedman 

      35  What the Dog Saw                                   Malcom Gladwell 

      36  Sway                                                        Ori, Rom  Brafman 

      37  The Better Angels of our Nature             Steven  Pinker 

      38   Letter to a Young Contrarian                 Christopher Hitchens 

      39   Hot, Flat, and Crowded                          Thomas Friedman 

      40   Gaming the Vote                                    William Poundstone 

      41  Subversion Fable                                     Alexa KcKearing 

      43  Evolution and the Big Question              David Stamos 

      44  Why People Believe Weird Things         Michael Shermer 

      45  The World is Curved                               David Snick 

      46  The Snow Ball                                         Warren Buffett 

      47  The Moral Landscape                              Sam Harris 

      48  How We Believe                                      Michael Shermer 

      49  Full House                                                Steven Jay Gould 

      50  The Origins of Political Order                 Francis Fukuyama 

      51 Asimovôs Guide to the Bible                    Isaac Asimov  

      52 Autobiography of Mark Twain                 Harriet Smith, Editor 

      53 Science Friction                                        Michael Shermer 

      54 Genius                                                       James Gleick 

      55 Inevitable Illusions                                   Piatrelli & Palmarini 

      56 Sex & God                                                Darryl Ray 

       57   Being Right Is Not Enough                    Paul Waldman 

      58   Loser Takes All                                      Mark Crispin Miller 

      59   Taking Back Politics                              Cathy Allen  

      60   What Happened in Ohio?                       Fitrakis, Rosenfeld & Wasserman 

      61    Autobiography of Mark Twain             Ed. Harriet Elinor Smith 

      62   The Skeptics Annotated Bible             

      63   Database Systems (Complete Ver.)        Kifer, Bernstein,  &  Lewis 

      64   Reluctant Database Administrators        Josef Finsel 

      65   Asimovôs Guide to the Bible                   Isaac Asimov 

      66   Inevitable Illusions                                  M. Piattelli-Palmarini 

      67     Ainôt Nobodyôs business If You Do     Peter McWilliams 

      69    Bonk                                                       Mary Roach 

      70   What Money Canôt Buy                          Michael J. Sandel 

      71   Financial Shenanigans                            Howard   Shilit 

      72   Sex & God                                              Darrel Ray, ED.D 

      73   Best American Non required Reading    Dave Eagers 

      74   Reporting at Witôs End                           St. Clair McKelway  

      75   Corporations are not People                   Clements 

      76   Could I Vote Mormon for president?     Cragun ï Phillips 

      77   Culture of Honor                                     Nisbett ï Cohen 

      78   Rot on the Vine                                       Stenesh 

      79  Thoughts of a Freethinker    New!        Kaye  
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Magnanimity is in short supply," writes A. 

C. Grayling is this wonderfully incisive 

book, "but it is the main ingredient in 

everything that makes the world a better 

place" And indeed Meditations for the 

Humanist: Ethics for a Secular Age is 

itself a generous, insightful, wide-ranging, 

magnanimous inquiry é.  Order 

Thoughts of a Freethinker is the second book 

of local Humanist writer, Michael Kaye.   

Pensive considerations from an unencumbered 

mind lurking in the fresh air just outside the box.  

Order it from Amazon, or at your local book 

monger. 

One of an acclaimed series of books for 

parents and children. Neil DeGrasse Tyson 

takes youngsters through the Universe. 

Includes awesome images from the Hubble 

Space Telescope Available here. 

Revolutionaries want to tear down walls. 

Between 1776, when America declared 

independence, and 1804, when Haiti at last 

threw off the yoke of French rule, the 

compartments and divisions of established 

power became everyoneôs target. This book 

assiduously describes how, just as the doctrine 

of the universal rights of man seized the 

Western world, so too did an irrepressible 

iconoclasm. 

http://thehumanist.org/
http://secularhumanism.myshopify.com/products/free-inquiry-subscription
http://www.humanistperspectives.org/subscribe.html
http://www.humanistperspectives.org/subscribe.html
http://www.csicop.org/si/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/index.php?section=shb&page=index
http://shop.skeptic.com/merchant.mvc?Screen=CTGY&Store_Code=SS&Category_Code=S
http://evolvefish.com/fish/HumanistPress.html
http://secularhumanism.org/index.php/store_example/product/2-cd-set-lectures-by-ingersoll
mailto:marios_psomas@hotmail.com
http://amazon.com/Meditations-Humanist-Ethics-Secular-Age/dp/0195168909/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1429858151&sr=1-1&keywords=Meditations+for+the+Humanist
http://amazon.com/Thoughts-Freethinker-Morning-Sleepers-Revelations/dp/1491757981/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1429628412&sr=1-1&keywords=Thoughts+of+a+Freethinker%3A+A+Late+Sunday+Morning+Sleeper%27s+Revelations
http://www.prometheusbooks.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=161&products_id=2240
http://www.prometheusbooks.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=161&products_id=2240

















