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Darwin Day 2015 
Will be on February 7th 2015 at the Octagon of the  

UU Clearwater Facility.   

 

Speakers thus far include Dr. David Lynn, whose  

groundbreaking researches into the beginning of life  

on our planet have propelled him into the front ranks 

of biological science. 

 

Also, we will hear from Herb Silverman, whose  

notable acheivements in South Carolina politics are  

a source of  encouragement and humor. 

 

And, we will be able to announce shortly another  

person whose great accomplishments bring a greater 

and more useful understanding of the human  

condition. 
 

Remember, this is your chance...  

                       to evolve! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready for the Annual 

Florida Humanist Conference 
October 10th to the 12th in Orlando 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Dr. Ryan Cragun, Rebecca Hale, Seth 

Andrews,  Stephanie Guttormson, Mandisa 

Thomas, Keith Lowell Jensen, Daniel Koster 

and many more.   

 For more information, and to get tickets, go 

to: http://free-flo.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

Coming November 15th                                                                  

                 Carl Sagan Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special occasion at the Tampa Bay Computer 

Society.  1510 Barry Rd. in Clearwater. See map: 
http://tampa-bay.org/map.html 

Dr. Jonathan Smith ï Florida Citizens for science 

Dave Dockery ï Pres. Docôs Socrates Caf® 

Dr. Jack Robinson, Emeritus Prof. Astronomy FSU. 

Jim Peterson Pres. TBPCC on the Local & Global 

Environment from perspective of evolving universe 

Members of St Pete and Tampa Astronomy groups  

Playing of excepts from ñCosmosò  

 
Several Telescopes will be available for 
viewing:  SPARC will have a Solar Telescope. 
 
Nov. 15

th
 ( replaces HSoS & THA meetings) 

Starts at 12:30PM  Light snacks available. 
 

Main Sponsor: CoR 
Co-sponsor: Tampa Bay Computer Society 
Co-sponsor: Florida Citizens for Science 

In Decemberé 

Make plans for the Humanlight/Solstice 

Potluck Dinner.  Again, this year 

Freethinkers from around the Bay area will gather 

to share their best dishes and exquisite company.  It 

will be December 6th at the Clearwater UU 

social hall.  More to come... 

Headliner: Dr. Lawrence Krauss 

Theoretical physicist and cosmolo-

gist, Foundation Professor of the 

School of Earth and Space Explor-

ation at  Arizona State University. 

Director of the Origins Project , 

author of  The Physics of StarTrek  

and A Universe from Nothing, star 
of The Unbelievers, a documentary 

film with Richard Dawkins.  

Dr. Krauss 

http://www.humanistcharities.org/index.php
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
mailto:jamestp@metrodirect.net
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/hc/oklahoma?erid=4591335&trid=8ad3ad50-d6e4-417f-8a68-f3d8c4edf1d1
http://free-flo.org/
http://tampa-bay.org/map.html
http://free-flo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/FreeFloBanner2.png
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0394410475/braipick-20
http://hieroglyph.asu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/IMG_0323.jpg
http://sese.asu.edu/
http://sese.asu.edu/
http://science.asu.edu/origins-project
http://www.amazon.com/Physics-Star-Trek-Lawrence-Krauss/dp/0465002048/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1393277385&sr=1-1&keywords=the+physics+of+star+trek
http://www.amazon.com/Universe-Nothing-There-Something-Rather/dp/1451624468/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1393277300&sr=1-9&keywords=richard+dawkins
http://www.unbelieversmovie.com/
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"...being a Humanist means trying to behave decently without expectation of rewards or punishment after 

you are dead."     Kurt Vonnegut 
                                    Writer and past president of the American Humanist Association  

   

10-04, Saturday, 2 PM   CLEARWATERï  Countryside Library on 580 

The Humanist Society of the Suncoast & Center for 

Inquiry 

To get the details: Regular meeting  -  See page  3 

http://www.meetup.com/SuncoastHumanist/  

10-10, 12, 22 Three events  TAMPA- See page 6 for details 

at the Atheists of Florida facility 
Details:  

http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Florida-Tampabay/ 

10-12, Sunday, 7 PM BRANDONï 

Brandon Atheists 
Atheists in the Pub. RSVP.   
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Brandon/ 

10-20, Monday, 7 PM 

 

NW HILLSBOROUGH / CARROLLWOODï 

Tampa Bay Thinkers                                        
Lively philosophical discussion. For topic, see page 10. 
 RSVP at Web site: http://www.meetup.com/ 

tampa-bay-thinkers/RSVP 

10-18, Saturday, 11 AM  TAMPAï North Tampa Library 

Tampa Humanist Association 
Details: see our Meetup 

http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Humanist-Association/ 

10-19, Sunday  5 PM  CLEARWATER- 

Humanist Society of the Suncoast  See page 4 

Sunday Social Dinner for all members, friends and  

others interested in conversing with Humanists 

10-19, Sunday, 2 PM 
Usually 3rd Sunday of each month 

BRANDON-  at Crispers 11019 Causeway Blvd.  

Brandon, FL    CFI Skeptics & Humanists 

Lunch & discussion. Click to RSVP  

http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay / 

10-25  4th Saturday, 10:30 AM 
Usually 4th Saturday of each month 

NW HILLSBOROUGH / WESTCHASEï 

CFI Readers Book Discussion  (Limit 12) 
Book lovers meet monthly to discuss books we've read. 

RSVP  : http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/ 

10-19, 6 PM 

 

N. PINELLAS AREA- 
CFI Skeptics/Humanists Supper 

RSVP is required if you are coming. Seating is  
limited to 20! Click here before midnight, Sunday. 

http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/ 

10- 19, Sunday, 12:30 PM   CLEARWATERï 

UU Humanists,  

Regular Sunday meeting. 

See page 7 for more information 

10-24, usually 4th Friday of each month, plus 

more events 

ST. PETERSBURG - 

Astronomy Club 
For dates, location, & and details: 

http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php  

10-04 Saturday, 4 PM BRADENTON -   

Humanist Families of Tampa 

Family outings and other activities.   See page 13 
/www.facebook.com/groups/HumanistFamiliesTampa  

October: Annual Humanists at Disney in Orlando.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/188610644635424/ 

10-01 see Web site for six events SARASOTA  ï 
Humanists of Sarasota Bay 

 

Many events: Details: Web site 
http://sarasota.humanists.net/calendar.html 
  

10-4 & 10 7:30 PM Friday Evening  TAMPA - M.A.R.S. Astronomy Club at MOSI See Website : http://www.meetup.com/MARS 

-astronomy-club-at-MOSI/     for all details. 

10-15, 22, 27 & 30 TAMPA- Humanities Institute at USF 

                       

See website for full listing of many great events and calendar.  

Many fabulous speakers all in one month!  See page 7 for one. 

C.o.R. presents:  A Carl Sagan celebration in November,  

Soltice\Humanlight potluck in December, and  

Darwin Day next February.  

 Center for InquiryïTampa Bay ï October, 2014 Calendar 
This is produced from preliminary information. Check the individual Web sites to insure the event is being held, 

when and where é. We are not liable for changes, errors, or omissions. Compiled by Rick O'Keefe & Jim Peterson. Organizers of these 

events will be most grateful to all who have the courtesy to RSVP for those events that require it. 

http://www.meetup.com/SuncoastHumanist/
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Florida-Tampabay/
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Brandon/message/?recipientId=1211088
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Brandon/message/?recipientId=1211088
http://www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/
http://www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/
http://www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Humanist-Association/
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay%20/
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/events/101158812/
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HumanistFamiliesTampa
https://www.facebook.com/events/188610644635424/
http://sarasota.humanists.net/calendar.html
http://sarasota.humanists.net/calendar.html
http://sarasota.humanists.net/calendar.html
http://www.meetup.com/MARS-astronomy-club-at-MOSI/
http://www.meetup.com/MARS-astronomy-club-at-MOSI/
http://humanities-institute.usf.edu/events/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/


Now is the Time to 

~ Join ~ 
The Humanist Society of the Suncoast. 

Annual Dues  
 

      _Trial ï3 monthï free news  

     _Regular -$25.                 

       _Reg. Couple -$30.  

       _Supporter -$35/45  (W/ pin)           

       _Life -$200. 

       _Life Couple -$250. 

      _Associate -$10.    
 

 

 

If new, please fill out the form;  

if renewing just indicate your name and any changes 

from our previous information.  Thanks! 

 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Address ïif new :_______________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip _________________________________ 

 

Phone:*______________________________________ 

 

E-mail:_______________________________________ 
(Privacy respected) 

 

Send tax deductible dues to:  

Marios Psomas, Treasurer  
 Humanist Society of the Suncoast  

1013 Connecticut Rd           

Tarpon Springs, FL 34689     

October,  2014 Volume 22 No. 10 

An Epicurean society  dedicated to the proposition that the fully examined life is  worth living well. 
Associate organization of the Humanists of Florida, the AHA, COR, and CSH.   Find us at www.suncoasthumanist.com 
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                                                 October 2014 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us  at 

at  2 PM 

at  
 

The Clearwater 
Countryside 
Library  2741 
State Rd. 580 
Clearwater, FL 
33761 

 

Many members 
go to dinner 
afterwards at the 
Dennys on US-19. 
Alternative venue 
ideas welcome! 

Food: the first kindness.  Humanists aspire to true 

friendship with our fellow human beings.   
An important measure of this concern is care for the physical  

well being of others.  As reactionaries in congress vote to cut 

the budget for food stamps and other key supports, there is 

increasing hunger here in our community.   Thanks to 

Glenn Paul, chair.  Ed Note: Glenn needs assistance.  

We need volunteers!  See a board member. Or write 

to jim@suncoasthumanist.com  Thanx.  

Ne
w 
!

 

News 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

   Tampa Bay Harvest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                

  Need Psychological Counseling?   

For a secular therapist, click:  

Cognitive Neurosciences Inc. or, The 

Therapist Project,  or, Linda Gurvitz, or  

Patricia Walters.  
 

For Addiction Problems,  

see: two Life Ring Secular  

       Recovery  Meetings  

11485 Oakhurst Road   

Waters Edge Club House Largo, Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The library space will not be available to us in November.  For that reason 

we urge you to consider coming to  Carl Sagan Day on November 15th  at 

the Tampa Bay Computer Society building in Clearwater.  Watch this space 

for more details next month.   

             And, because the annual Freethought Potluck Humanlight /Solstice 

day/ is on December 6th, our meeting will be moved to that event.  Our next 

meeting at the library will be in January. 

 
Dr. Neil DeGrasse Tyson 
Will appear at the Van Wezel Performing Arts 

Center in Sarasota on Monday, March 23rd, 2015 

¶ Host of Cosmos, an international, National Geographic 

and Fox television series 

¶ Astrophysicist and Director of the Hayden Planetarium 

¶ AHA Humanist Science Award Recipient 2013 

Sponsored by the  Ringling College Library Assoc. 

Secular Recovery group, Lifering meeting starting, in addition to the meeting on Monday 
evening:   
 

New Lifering Secular Recovery Meeting 

11485 Oakhurst Road 

Waters Edge Club House 

Largo, Florida 

Oct. 4th  

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

The GreenLight Pinellas ballot referendum will double the bus service, integrate 

the Pinellas network more closely with Hillsborough, and construct a trolly car / 

light rail running from Clearwater to the employment center in Gateway / 

Carillon and down to St. Pete. A PSTA spokesman will make the presentation, 

and is required to be unbiased. Bring questions about the tax, transit hardware, 

the bond issue, and economic impact and challenge his knowledge. Dave Kovar. 

http://www.floridahumanist.org
http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://unitedcor.org/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/
http://www.suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.metrodirect.net/humanist/
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
,%20https:/www.therapistproject.org/index.php
,%20https:/www.therapistproject.org/index.php
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       1800 Gulf-To-Bay Blvd Clearwater (N.E. Corner of G

-T-B & Keene) Sunday, October 19th, 2014 @ 5:00 
P.M.  This restaurant has a variety of early bird 

specials.  Seafood, Barbecue and Caribbean  $9 and 

up per entree.  Reasonably priced beers and wines are available 

also. *NOTE: Early birds must be ordered by 5:30PM* 

         RSVP! 

Please reserve by Oct 18th with Glenn Paul at 727-595-3347 

or by email at kpaul29@tampabay.rr.com  

         Hope to see you there; everyone enjoyed the place the 

last time we were there. Check out www.rumbagrill.com  

Humanists work to build a world 

in which happiness is the 

enduring criterion of social policy. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
           IǳƳŀƴƛǎǘ ²ŀȅΚ 
 
 

1. To extend a human centered approach 

to the critical problems of life and society.  
 

 

 

2. To encourage attitudes of kindness,  

compassion, tolerance and a loving 

generosity in human relationships,  

and in our treatment of all life.  These 

attitudes help us to see ourselves in the 

lives of others and encourage appreciation 

for the remarkable diversity of human 

culture and experience. 

 
 

3. To develop and popularize the skills of 

creative and critical thinking that 

empower people to challenge prejudice, 

superstition and irrationality in every area 

of life.  Such empowerment enables the 

individual to reach the highest levels of 

achievement. 

 
 

4. To exalt  those artistic and imaginative 

expressions of life which have been the 

source of the greatest pleasure and 

enlightenment, and which reflect 

compelling human truths.  Through 

music, literature, art, dance, and other 

expressions, we embrace the essence of 

what it means to be human. 

 
 

5. To explore the grounds of ethics and 

morality within the unfolding history of 

our evolving culture.    Such knowledge 

will enable us to become effective 

protagonists for the happiness of the 

individual person.  JP 

Humanist 

society  
of  the 

Suncoas t  

A chapter of the American Humanist Assoc.  

 The Association of Secular Humanist Societies 
 

Board of Directors. 

Meets  Sept., December, April 
 

 

[ƻƛǎ CǊƛŜǎΣ  {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
!ƴƛǘŀ DŀǊŎƛŀ 
5ŀǾŜ YƻǾŀǊΣ  ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
.ŜǘƘ aŀȄƛŜ 
WƛƳ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΣ  tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
CǊŀƴƪ tǊŀƘƭ  
aŀǊƛƻǎ tǎƻƳŀǎΣ  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
WƻǊŘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 

9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ ¢ŜǊǊȅ 9ŎƪǎǘŜƛƴΣ 

{ǘŜǾŜ .ǊƻǿƴΣ Wƻƴ DǊŜŜƴΣ aŀǊƪ YƭƛƎƳŀƴΣ 
WŜǊǊȅ aƻƻǊŜΣ aŀǊƪ ²ƛƴǘŜǊōƻǧƻƳΣ  
{ƛŘƴŜȅ DƻŜǘȊ 5ŜŎΦ .ƻō /ƻƭƭŜǧŜΣ DƭŜƴƴ 
tŀǳƭΣ 5ƻƴ !ŎŜƴōǊŀŎƪ 5ŜŎΦΣ wƻō .ȅǊŎƘΣ 
5ŜŎΦ WŀŎƪƛŜ WƻǊŘŀƴΣ .ǊŜƴǘ ¸ŀŎƛǿΣ aƛƪŜ 
IǳōōŀǊŘΣ aŀǧ /ƻƻǇŜǊ 5ŜŎΣ WƛƳ .ǳǘƭŜǊ 

~*~*-~*~*~ 
WƻǊŘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ Ƴŀƛƭ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ 
 

WƛƳ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
E-Mail us at:  

jim@suncoasthumanist.com  

Laugh Lines         Punography!             10-14 
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The Kochhar Humanist 
Education Center hopes to 
impact the level of community 
activism among chapters and 
affiliates of the American 
Humanist Association by 
providing case studies and 
citizen action guides; they 
bring to light issues on min-
ority religions and ethnicities 
that humanist chapter 
members may not have 
considered before. It will also 
expand existing efforts like 
Essays in the Philosophy of 
Humanism and utilize other 
resources in working to elim-
inate the pernicious effects of 
ignorance and discrimination.  

 

Ŀ I tried to catch some fog.  I mist.  
 
Ŀ When chemists die, they barium.  
 
Ŀ Jokes about German sausage are the wurst.  
 
Ŀ A soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper 
spray is now a seasoned veteran. 
 

Ŀ I know a guy who is addicted to brake fluid.  He 

says he can stop any time.  
 
Ŀ How does Moses make his tea?  Hebrews it.  
 
Ŀ I stayed up all night to see where the sun 
went.  Then it dawned on me.  
 
Ŀ This girl said she recognized me from the 
vegetarian club, but I'd never met herbivore.  
 
Ŀ I'm reading a book about anti-gravity.  I can't put it 
down.  
 
Ŀ I did a theatrical performance about puns.  It was a 
play on words.  
 
Ŀ They told me I had type A blood, but it was a type-
O.  
 
Ŀ A cross-eyed teacher lost her job because she 
couldn't control her pupils.  
 

 10/14                          Thanks to: Connie Purdum 

http://www.urbanspoon.com/f/30/2946/Tampa-Bay/Seafood-Restaurants
http://www.urbanspoon.com/f/30/2905/Tampa-Bay/Barbecue-Restaurants
http://www.urbanspoon.com/f/30/2911/Tampa-Bay/Caribbean-Restaurants
http://www.urbanspoon.com/pr/30/3/Tampa-Bay/Affordable-Fine-Dining.html
http://www.urbanspoon.com/pr/30/3/Tampa-Bay/Affordable-Fine-Dining.html
mailto:kpaul29@tampabay.rr.com
http://www.rumbagrill.com
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://khec.americanhumanist.org/
http://khec.americanhumanist.org/
http://americanhumanist.org/


Tampa Humanist Association  
  

Meets every third Saturday at, 11:00 AM  in  

The North Tampa Public Library 
8916 North Blvd. Tampa, FL 33604        Map                   

     .                                                                                                                                                     
 

October 18t h  

 Everything 

you always wanted to know about Separation 

of Church & State é But were afraid to ask. 

 

We will watch and discuss excerpts of this film to get a better grasp of the importance of 

the often contentious relationship between civil and religious life.  Discover why the 

American constitution elevated this concept as a pillar of our national life, and why it is 

unique in the world.  Many regard it as the single greatest contribution to the advance of 

human civilization. 

 

Join us for a lively discussion. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanist Quotes 

  "Human beings and their 

actions constitute the 

advancing front, the surging 

crest of an ongoing 

movement that never stops.  " 

                                   Corliss Lamont  

 Humanists can make a difference for a Child  
  The need is great.  All it takes is about an hour out of a day and the commitment to show 

up once a week.  The feeling of having helped is most gratifying.  How can we as 

Humanists not act to impact a child in the inner city in a positive manner?  
  
 YOU can give a child a much-needed hour of personal attention that will encourage 

reading and just might help them to move forward while improving their self-esteem. 

 

 In Hillsborough County, contact: Debra L. Blossom,  

Program Manager Training and Volunteer Management 

debra.blossom@sdhc.k12.fl.us  813.872-5254                                              Gale Barron 

 

Dangerous Wishcraft, By Linda Faulkner is  a must read for anyone who has ever 

questioned the truth of religious beliefs, explores the dangers of relying on prayer 

~wishcraft~ rather than using rational thinking skills, and the often tragic mental, 

emotional, and physical consequences that can result. Religion, which may have originated 

as a way to explain the world, has now become an anchor in the fight against scientific 

knowledge. Modern evangelical religions are attempting to drag the world back into the 

Dark Ages. This book shines a light, through stories of clients scarred by religion 

combined with scientific research, on the damage religious fanaticism can inflict on both 

individual and global levels, and also presents potential strategies for protection from the 

dangerous practice of wishcraft. 

                          Order this important new book now from  Amazon 
           By local Humanistic Counselor, Linda Faulkner 
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Humanists Support Science 

Rep. Rush Holt has reintroduced the Darwin 

Day resolution, which recognizes February 

12th as Darwin Day, commends scientists for 

improving humanityôs quality of life through 

scientific discovery, and opposes the teaching 

of creationism. 

Please help us honor Charles Darwin and 

support science by using the AHAôs  action 

alert system to: 

Å  Send an email to your Representative and 

ask him or her to support the Darwin Day 

resolution. We've even written the message 

for you to make it easy and quick to send. 

Å  Get your Representativeôs phone number 

and call to say ñI urge you to cosponsor H. 

Res. 467, also known as the Darwin Day 

resolution. Creationism is being taught in 

schools nationwide, and we need Congress to 

stand up for real science." 

 

                                    

 

~          ~ 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+Hillsborough,+Florida+33604,+United+States&sll=27.970584,-82.467655&sspn=0.004056,0.004517&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+HillC:/Users/Metrocentral/Documents/2012%20taxes
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/corlisslam366696.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/corlisslam366696.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/corlisslam366696.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/corlisslam366696.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/corlisslam366696.html
mailto:debra.blossom@sdhc.k12.fl.us
http://www.amazon.com/Dangerous-Wishcraft-Religion-Mental-Health/dp/0989403254/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1386621969&sr=1-1&keywords=Dangerous+wishcraft
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/602603
http://action.americanhumanist.org/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=14951
http://action.americanhumanist.org/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=14951
http://action.americanhumanist.org/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=14951
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hres467
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hres467
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Atheism sprinting into the future !  

    Chair, Tracy Thomas,      President, Judy Adkins 
 

 Join our Tampa chapter on Sunday, October 12th at our 

headquarters building.   We are planning to put together a 

video program.  See the  AoF Meetup for more 

information.  
 

 

 JOIN US - AoF meeting information can be found at our 

Meetup site and more information about the organization can 

be found on our website and on our Facebook page.    

 Soon you will be able to subscribe to AoFôs news service, 

keeping you informed of matters of importance to the 

freethought, secular community. 

 

  AoF is a comfortable and safe place in which to find 

rewarding new friendships, to discover hidden potentials, and 

make a positive contribution to your own humanity as well as 

that of others.  We are pleased to offer legal assistance with 

church state separation issues as an important focus. 

Look for exciting new programs and  internet webcasts 

( audio & video).  Let us know if you wish to participate. We 

are a resource for those with questions and doubts about the 

standard religious narrative of life.  

 For many people, atheism represents the most focused and 

powerful criticism of the philosophical worldview with which 

most of us were raised.  It is liberating for the same reason it 

attracts the enmity of   those who are committed to the closed 

and changeless narrative of unexamined traditional beliefs. 

Because it is such a foundational and wrenching break with 

the past and because it leads the way in recognizing a broad 

range of possibilities for both scientific and social progress, 

atheism is an essential pillar for all other humanist and 

freethought philosophies.  We join our coalition organizations 

to provide an essential part of the unique spectra of thought 

and activity that is vital to human progress. From a personal 

standpoint, we bring a human centered ethic to bear in serving 

our fellow human beings as they struggle to overcome the 

delusional psychology of years of religious conditioning. JP  

 

                     http://bankofwisdom.com  

 

IN MEMORIAM: VICTOR J. STENGER 

New York Timesïbestselling author leaves a rich intellectual 

legacy 

     Prometheus Books is deeply saddened by the sudden and 

unexpected loss of one of our most prolific and important 

authors, Victor J. Stenger. This Tuesday (September 9, 2014) 

marks the publication of his thirteenth Prometheus book, God 

and the Multiverse: Humanity's Expanding View of the 

Cosmos, and we canôt believe he isnôt here to see it off into 

the world and to engage the public in lively discourse on its 

topic at personal appearances or on his Huffington Post blog, 

as he would for any other book.  

     Jonathan Kurtz, publisher, Prometheus Books, says, 

ñVictor Stenger was a visionary thinker. He had the rare 

ability to write for the academic reader as well as the layman. 

He was the ultimate professional and a close friend of 

Prometheus, with a relationship going back many years. We 

will miss him greatly.ò 

     An adjunct professor of philosophy at the University of 

Colorado and professor emeritus of physics and astronomy at 

the University of Hawaii at the time of his death, Victor 

Stenger was an extraordinary scholar with the unique ability 

to make dense concepts in science both meaningful and 

intelligible to the general public while at the same time 

maintaining their scientific integrity.  

     In 2007, he achieved New York Timesïbestseller status 

with God: The Failed Hypothesis, a book praised by Richard 

Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, and Sam Harris, the 

prominent "New Atheists" of that time. 

     Like many skeptics, Stenger valued the need to bring 

reason and critical thinking to a public desperately searching 

for understanding and clarity amid the many claims made by 

religion and the supernatural masquerading as science or 

insisting that where science has yet to discover answers some 

mysterious psychic force could fill the void. He took this 

obligation to the public at large very seriously, dedicating 

himself to confronting the pseudoscientific, the paranormal, 

and the supernatural with solid, evidence-based arguments 

that any careful reader could follow and gain significant 

insight from. 

     ñThe books Victor authored leave a rich intellectual 

legacy,ò says Steven L. Mitchell, editor in chief, Prometheus 

Books. ñHis works broaden the publicôs knowledge about 

science and the thoughtful method it uses to explore claims of 

all stripes in an objective, rational way that will ultimately 

lead to answers grounded in the best available evidence rather 

than baseless assertions, unfounded conjecture, or blind faith.ò 

     Victor Stenger will be missed by those of us who had the 

privilege of knowing him. But we who cherish critical 

thinking, a positive skeptical attitude, and the uplifting of the 

human spirit through the light of reason are fortunate that his 

vast body of work remains to encourage and challenge us as 

we face an always uncertain future.  

Prometheus Books, contact:  jmaxick@prometheusbooks.com      

 

http://bankofwisdom.com/
http://atheistsoffloridainc.org/
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Florida-Tampabay/
http://atheistsoffloridainc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Atheistoffla
http://bankofwisdom.com
http://tinyurl.com/oswjuj2
http://tinyurl.com/oswjuj2
http://tinyurl.com/oswjuj2
mailto:jmaxick@prometheusbooks.com


Get more involved.  Run for a seat on your local ACLU board! 

The tragic shooting of Mike Brown in Ferguson, Missouri has raised 

many questions about how law enforcement treats the very citizens 

it is supposed to protect, including whether local law enforcement 

should be armed to the teeth with military grade equipment.  Could 

a military response happen here in Florida?  Itôs impossible to know 

right now, and we need to change that. 

 

 

 

 

 

Both the Scott administration and the returning legislature need to 

mandate public reporting on what these agencies have and how it is 

used. Ultimately, there should be very strict limitations on how 

these weapons should be used in Florida, if ever. 

For more: http://aclufl.org/ 

 

                                                                                 10/14 
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       Clearwater UU Humanists 
 We are a group of Unitarian Universalists committed to a 
humanistic and non-theistic worldview. Currently, meetings are 

scheduled once a month and are usually held on the third Sunday 

of most months from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm, after UU services.  

 The UU Humanists are open to all aspects of humanism,  

including investigation of religious humanism.  

However, the focus of the group is on secular  

aspects of humanism.  

 

 Programs have been well received with  

attendance between 50 and 75. To learn  

more, please contact: co-facilitators:  Bill  

Norswrthy bnorsworthy@verizon.net 

Mark Brandt mwbrandt@mail.usf.edu 

Web site: www.uuclearwater.org 

 

   UU Humanists will be meeting next in  

October.  Don Chamberlin, will be  

speaking on the subject of the many people  

before Charles Darwin, who had begun to  

suspect and research the idea of evolution by  

means of natural selection.  Most scientists will willingly report 

that their discoveries have come on the shoulders of many who 

preceded them.  Don has long been interested in this subject and 

will share his knowledge with us.  Mark your calendar!  
 

    Be sure to check us out during the rest of the year, as we 
have some extraordinary programs and truly wonderful 
speakers.  See page 1 for Carl Sagan Day!  10/14 
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Florida NOW 
http://www.flnow.org/  

NOW is a multi-issue political organization. NOW's self-defined 

role has been to initiate change for the benefit of the greatest 

number of people, to affect the legal and institutional structures of 

the society in a way that systematically expands the choices and 

possibilities available to all women. In this way, NOW takes action 

to bring women, as a class, into the mainstream of society, rather 

than offering aid to individual women in achieving personal 

solutions or temporary relief from oppression.  
 

 The Florida National Organization for Women is a group 
dedicated to taking action to bring ALL women into full 
equality and participation through changing policy, law and 
culture.  This mission attracts women and men of diverse 
backgrounds and gives us the ability to look at the systemic 
oppression in our lives and determine actions that will bring 
about change for all women. 
 
Often, we are contacted by women and men who are facing 
"legal" situations, or in need of individual help.  Unfortunately, 
we do not have the resources to provide direct services, and 
for legal reasons we can not provide referrals for lawyers or 
other services.  If you need these services, please consider 
doing an internet search for local attorneys, referral services, 
legal aide, domestic violence shelters, or other terms that are 
appropriate for your individual situation. Good luck. 

       The 

Humanities 

Institute of USF  
 
 
 

    Camilla V§squez (World Languages) 

The Discourse of Online Reviews 

Wednesday, Oct. 15. Camilla V§squezôs book is the first to provide 

the discursive, pragmatic and rhetorical features of online reviewsð

a rapidly growing form of technologically-mediated 

communication. Examining a corpus of over 1,000 consumer 

reviews, V§squez explores many of the discourse features that are 

characteristic of this new, user-generated, computer-mediated and 

primarily text-based genre. She investigates the language used by 

reviewers as they forge connections with their audiences to draw 

them into their stories, as they construct their expertise and 

authority on various subjects and as they evaluate and assess their 

consumer experiences. She also demonstrates how reviewers 

display their awareness about emerging conventions of the very 

genre in which they are participating. 

 Click here for more great presentations 2014 schedule     10/14 
 

http://aclufl.org/
http://www.clip-pinellas.org/
mailto:bnorsworthy@verizon.net
mailto:mwbrandt@mail.usf.edu
http://www.uuclearwater.org
http://www.flnow.org/
http://www.flnow.org/
http://www.humanities-institute.usf.edu/data/HI_Spring2014.pdf
http://click.actions.aclu.org/?qs=2a4ffb2324d7fc117dd27689339164ba52802bbd56d6feed33a4fd8c8486deb2















