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Listen to Freethought Radio  
Friday Afternoons at 2 PM 

Atheists of Florida produces  Atheist Forum, every 
week for your dining and dancing pleasure. 
 

You will find a variety of subjects discussed, from 
atheism (of course) to science, politics, ethics, art and 
social culture. 
  
The broadcast is available on WTAN-1340 and on the 
internet at TanTalk1340.com 

Be sure to call-in  727-441-3000, with your questions 
and comments. See page 14 for more.  
 

Check out twenty years worth of past programs of the 
Atheist Forum on our website www.aof.ngo  And 

check into our channel at www.youtube.com for 
additional material.  

 
Whatôs Inside?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A PEOPLE'S FAIR  
CELEBRATING PEACE 

EDUCATION,  DIVERSITY,  

& COMMUNITY ACTIVISM  

SATURDAY, OCT. 20, 2018   

10am-4pm At Gibbs High School 
850 34th Street So., ST. PETERSBURG FL 

33711 

Watch for ité 

Seth Andrews  

Author, radio personality 
former minister, now atheist 
 
 
 
coming on November 10th 
at UUC-Humanists  

Electric Buses are Here!  
Wednesday, October 3 at 
10:30 AM ï 11:30 AM 
St Petersburg City Hall, 175 5th St N, St. Petersburg, 
FL 33701 
Because you asked for them ... Tampa Bay's 1st zero 
emission all-electric buses are here! Join PSTA at St. 
Pete City Hall to check out the new clean, quiet 
buses - the first of 6  
on their way today to  
this side of the Bay. 
RSVP via email 
Facebook event page  

 

March  

Is  

Mehta 

Month 

Details upcoming! 

http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
mailto:tampa@centerforinquiry.net
mailto:jamestp@metrodirect.net
http://www.tampabaycor.net
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Bay-Coalition-of-Reason
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Bay-Coalition-of-Reason
http://www.tampabaycor.net/newsletters.htm
http://floridahumanist.org/
http://www.talk.aof.ngo
http://www.youtube.com
mailto:erandle@psta.net
https://progressflorida.actionkit.com/go/80577?t=12&akid=7949%2E208488%2EbMgE7n


 

Join or renew 

Humanist Society of the Suncoast 

 

Annual Dues 
 _Regular -$25  

 _Reg. Couple -$30.  
 _Supporter -$35/40 (With pin above)  
 _Life -$200. (Pin) 
 _Life Couple -$250.(Pin) 
 _Associate -$10  

 
 

Your membership helps keep Humanism alive 
& growing in the Tampa Bay area A small 
part of your dues allows us to participate fully 
as a member organization of the Tampa Bay 
Coalition of Reason & enables us to support 
larger & more exciting programs. 
 

If you have questions concerning your dues or 
status, contact our treasurer,  

 marios_psomas@hotmail.com 
 

If new, please fill out the form; if renewing 
just indicate your name & any changes from 
our previous information Thanks! 
 
Name: 
____________________________________ 
 
Address ïif new :______________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________ 
 
Phone:*______________________________ 
 
E-mail:_______________________________ 

(Privacy respected) 
 
 

Send check made out to:  
ñMarios Psomasò  

Memo line: ñHumanist Society Duesò 
(501c3, tax deductible) 

  
Humanist Society of the Suncoast, AHA 

1013 Connecticut Rd  
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689  
 *= optional  

October, 2018 Volume 31 No. 10 

An Epicurean society dedicated to the proposition that the fully examined life is worth living well. 
Associate organization of the Humanists of Florida, the AHA, COR, & ASHS. Find us at www.suncoasthumanist.com 
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Food: the first kindness & the measure of our Hospitality.  
Humanists aspire to true friendship with our fellow human beings.  
Money is more effective than cans and boxes to get the most benefit to the 
greatest number of people. But we can also use personal toiletries. 

Thanks to Jordan Williams. We need volunteers! Write to 
jim@suncoasthumanist.com Thanx.  

 Tampa Bay Harvest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Dunedin Public 
Library at 

223 Douglas Ave. in 
Dunedin. (map) 

 

Saturday, Oct. 6 
at 2:00 PM 

 
Many of our members 
meet afterward for 
more conversation and 
refreshment  not far 
from the library.  

 List of Fake News Websites:  

 

Before you get too excited about 
an item you want to share or 
comment about, make sure the 
social media item is legit. 
 The list:  

http://bit.ly/2vvrXbb 

 

 

 

 Please 
 Join us in: 

Gender Politics 
In what surely is one of the most 
important issues of our time, the years of 
the Trump presidency has seen a 
tremendous upwelling in the activism 
around the status of women and the 
relations between the sexes. 

The source of all this contention is the 
openly exploitative attitude  of many 
leading public figures in both their 
hidden and public lives.  The personal 
has become political. 

Something as fundamental to human 
well being as the intrinsic need for an 
intimate social, economic, and 
emotional bond with another human 
being has become a political point of 
honor and contention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are we to reconcile the 
differentiated patterns of personal 
growth; the hormonal, physiological, 
and  psychological dimensions so much 
at variance over time and experience? 

In a culture that continues to value 
competition and acquisition over 
cooperation and the value of seeing to 
the needs of others before oneôs self, is it 
possible to avoid the seemingly 
inevitable clash of understanding that is 
manifest even in adult relations? 

                                                                            
For the young growing up in such ferment,                                                               
and with little to guide them or us, the                                                             
consequences of faults in openness,                                                                          
honesty, and communications can be                                                                          
serious.  Can we find a common ground?                                                                        
Can  Humanism offer a way to bring forth                                                                  
equity  and life satisfaction as society goes                                                                          
forward?                                               JP 
 

An open community discussion.                                                                                                                                                   

mailto:marios_psomas@hotmail.com?subject=Humanist%20Society%20Treasurer
http://www.floridahumanist.org
http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://unitedcor.org/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/
http://www.suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.metrodirect.net/humanist/
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=223+Douglas+Ave%2C+Dunedin%2C+FL%2C+US
http://bit.ly/2vvrXbb


The Movable Feast  
the Humanist Societyôs monthly social Dinner 

 

Join us Oct. 21 at Applebeeôs  at 5 O'clock 
for American style cooking, and decidedly 
the best company: 
  
 
 

For map Menu

   
 
 
 

Kindly RSVP to: (727) 581-2146 

Great Conversation and good food, reasonably priced.  

 

5110 E Bay Dr, Largo, FL 33771  

 Phone: (727) 539-6388  
Humanists work to build a 

world in which happiness is the 
enduring criterion of all policy. 

What is the 
 Humanist Way? 

 
  

§ To extend a human centered 

approach to the critical problems 

of life & society.  

§To encourage attitudes of 

kindness, compassion, tolerance 

& a loving generosity in human 

relationships, & in our treatment 

of all life. These attitudes help us 

to see ourselves in the lives of 

others, & encourage appreciation 

for the remarkable diversity of 

human culture & experience. 

§To develop & popularize the 

skills of creative & critical 

thinking that empower people to 

challenge prejudice, superstition 

& irrationality in every area of 

life. Such empowerment enables 

the individual to reach the highest 

levels of achievement. 

§ To exalt those artistic & 

imaginative expressions of life 

which have been the source of the 

greatest pleasure & 

enlightenment, & which reflect 

compelling human truths. 

Through music, literature, art, 

dance, & other expressions, we 

embrace the essence of what it 

means to be human. 

§To explore the grounds of ethics 

& morality within the unfolding 

history of our evolving culture. 

Such knowledge will enable us to 

become effective protagonists for 

the happiness of the individual 

person. JP  

Humanist Society 
of the Suncoast 

A chapter of the American 
Humanist Assoc., Tampa Bay 
Coalition of Reason, & The 
Association of Secular 
Humanist Societies 
 

Board of Directors. 

Meets Sept., December, April 
 

 

Jay Alexander, 
Steve Brown,  

Lois Fries, Secretary 
Dave Kovar,  
Brad Perryman Vice Pres. 
Jim Peterson, President 
Frank Prahl , 
Marios Psomas, Treasurer 
Jordan Williams. 
 

Emeritus members: Terry 
Eckstein, Dr. Jon Green, Mark Kligman, 
Dr. Jack Robinson, Dec. Jerry Moore, 
Anita Garcia, Mark Winterbottom, 
Sidney Goetz Dec. Bob Collette, Glenn 
Paul, Don Acenbrack Dec., Rob Byrch, 
Dec. Jackie Jordan, Brent Yaciw, Mike 
Hubbard, Matt Cooper Dec, Jim Butler  
 

 ~*~*-~*~*~ 
 
Jordan Williams, mail Publisher 
 

Jim Peterson, Editor 
E-Mail us at:  
jim@suncoasthumanist.com  
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Need Psychological 
Counseling?  

For a secular therapist, 
click:  

Secular Therapy Org. 
Cognitive Neurosciences   

 
Or call: 

Lynda Gurvitz, 
http://fampsy.org/member/

lynda-gurvitz/  
 (727) 725-8820  

 
Joel Schmidt 

www.floatoncounseling.com  
321-604-7637 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Laugh Lines  Theses from the Young    10-18  

In medieval times people were alliterate. The greatest writer 
was Chaucer, who wrote many poems and verses and 
literature. During this time, people put on morality plays 
about ghosts, goblins, virgins, and other mythical creatures.  
 
The Renaissance was an age in which more individuals felt 
the value of their life. 
 
Martin Luther was nailed to the church door for selling papal 
indulgences. He died a horrible death, being excommunicated 
by a bull.  
 
It was painter Donatello's interest in the female nude that 
made him the father of the Renaissance. It was an age of great 
inventions and discoveries. Gutenberg invented the Bible. 
Another important invention was the circulation of the blood. 
And Sir Francis Drake circumcised the world with a 100-foot 
clipper. 
 
Shakespeare was the greatest writer. In one of his plays, 
Hamlet rations out his situation by relieving himself in a long 
soliloquy.  
 
Then came the enlightenment. Voltaire invented electricity 
and also wrote a book called Candy. Gravity was invented by 
Isaac Walton. It is chiefly noticeable in autumn, when the 
apples are falling off trees. 
 
Johann Bach wrote a great many musical compositions and 
had a large number of children. In between, he practiced on 
an old spinster. Bach died from 1750 to the present. Bach was 
the most famous composer in the world, and so was Handel. 
Handel was half German, half Italian, and half English. 
 
Beethoven wrote music even though he was deaf. He was so 
deaf he wrote loud music. Beethoven expired in 1827 and 
later died for this. 
 
The nineteenth century was a time of a great many thoughts 
and Inventions. People stopped reproducing by hand and 
began reproducing by machine. 
 
The invention of the steamboat caused a network of rivers. 
Then came the First World War, which ushered in a new error 
in the annals of human history. 

https://restaurants.applebees.com/fl/clearwater-86014.html
https://restaurants.applebees.com/fl/clearwater-86014.html
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-ab&q=thai+bay+%26+sushi+restaurant+phone&ludocid=14309566550993158050&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiUn-We8v3cAhUOIqwKHe_sCkwQ6BMwFHoECAoQLw&biw=1920&bih=982
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
https://www.seculartherapy.org/index.php
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
http://fampsy.org/member/lynda-gurvitz/
http://fampsy.org/member/lynda-gurvitz/
http://www.floatoncounseling.com


Tampa Humanist Association  
  
Meets every third Saturday at, 11:00 AM  

North Tampa Public Library 
8916 North Blvd. Tampa, FL 33604 Map   
Ocrtober 20th, 11 AM 

Leaders: Lucas Hopegood & Jim Peterson 

Topic: How would Otherworldly Aliens view Human Society? 
 
Who are we, absurd specks in the cosmic scheme of things, to arrogantly 
assume that we as individuals, or a society really matter.  We will discuss. 
 
As Humanists it is our task to discover the secret world above and within the 
level of conscious recognition. Using the instruments of reason, & critical 
thinking, we strive to be at one in understanding both the world that made 
us, and the one we are inventing. 
  Each month a new investigation thoughtfully & critically dissects a novel 
intersection of mind and matter. Be part of it.  
 At present, we are a small, intimate group meeting in a neighbor-hood 
library. But we are ambitious, and hope to grow. Ideally, such small 
discussion groups should appear in every neighborhood. The need is as 
great as the potential. What is required is a few longtime humanists willing 
to take on the relatively small effort to secure a library meeting room once a 
month, post a few notices here and there (including this newsletter), and 
show up to lead a discussion, share a little knowledge; give something to the 
future.  JP   Learn more about the association at: http://tampahumanist.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs hard to quarrel with that ancient justification of the free 
press: ñAmericaôs right to know.ò It seems almost cruel to ask, 
ingenuously, òAmericaôs right to know what, please? Science? 
Mathematics? Economics? Foreign languages?ò 
None of those things, of course. In fact, one might well suppose 
that the popular feeling is that Americans are a lot better off 
without any of that tripe. 
There is a cult of ignorance in the United States, and there 
always has been. The strain of anti-intellectualism has been a 
constant thread winding its way through our political and cultural 
life, nurtured by the false notion that democracy means that ñmy 
ignorance is just as good as your knowledge.ò 
Ἥ bŜǿǎǿŜŜƪΥ ά! /ǳƭǘ ƻŦ LƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜέ ōȅ LǎŀŀŎ !ǎƛƳƻǾΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нмΣ мфул 

 
Humanist Quotes  

 10/18 

 

Member, TBCoR, 
Hum Society, &  
AHA affiliate. 
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ñTheirs was the snot-nosed, sticky-

fingered world of peanut butter 

sandwiches and cartoons, playgrounds 

and superhero pajamas, crayons and 

pop-up books, booster chairs and 

midday naps. Their world existed no 

farther than the reach of their tiny 

arms. They were new. Innocent. 

Vulnerable. Yet they were somehow 

able to take personal and public 

responsibility for a hard-wired sin 

nature, implored to pledge allegiance 

to an invisible overlord they could not 

see, and charged to prevent their own 

torture in a nasty, horrible place that 

the Vacation Bible School teachers 

called Hell.ò  

ˈ Seth Andrews, Deconverted: a 

Journey from Religion to Reason  

 

Great news! The American Humanist 
Association has worked with Senators 
James Lankford (R-OK) and Chris Coons 
(D-DE) to introduce a resolution which 
calls for the repeal of blasphemy laws 
worldwide. This resolution, S. Res. 647 
encourages the President and the State 
Department to make the worldwide repeal 
of these laws a priority, while also 
opposing any attempts at the United 
Nations to support blasphemy laws. 
In many countries, Christians, Jews, 
Muslims, Hindus, nontheists, and other 
religious minorities are imprisoned, 
tortured, sentenced to death, and executed 
for blasphemy offenses. This resolution 
urges countries that still maintain such laws 
to repeal them and free the prisoners who 
were imprisoned for "blaspheming". 
Now that this resolution has been 
introduced, we need your help to ensure 
that it gets enough co-sponsors to pass 
Congress and be sent to the Presidentôs 
desk. Can you take a moment right now 
to ask your Senators to co-sponsor S. 
Res. 647? 
In todayôs bitterly divided political climate, 
itôs important to note that both Republicans 
and Democrats are supporting this 
legislation. Thatôs because the issue of 
religious freedom is something that all 
Americans can support.  

 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+Hillsborough,+Florida+33604,+United+States&sll=27.970584,-82.467655&sspn=0.004056,0.004517&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+HillC:/Users/Metrocentral/Documents/2012%20taxes
http://tampahumanist.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/22624481
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/22624481
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcqrcengage.com%2faha%2fhome%3f0&srcid=67252&srctid=1&erid=22623511&trid=baf0208c-dffe-489a-8baa-8a527959cebc
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcqrcengage.com%2faha%2fhome%3f0&srcid=67252&srctid=1&erid=22623511&trid=baf0208c-dffe-489a-8baa-8a527959cebc
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcqrcengage.com%2faha%2fhome%3f0&srcid=67252&srctid=1&erid=22623511&trid=baf0208c-dffe-489a-8baa-8a527959cebc
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An autonomous project of the Humanist Society.  
Affiliate of the Post Carbon Institute  

Declaring a Climate Emergency 

Comparing WWII to climate change, we should first 
acknowledge that once again, the issue is not the evidence 
of the threat. That is clear and accepted ï in fact with 
hindsight it will be seen as blindingly obvious. What is 
relatively new is that scientists and experts are increasingly 
acknowledging that nothing less than a massive global 
mobilization on a WWII scale is required to address the 
catastrophic risks posed. 

Professor Hans Joachim Schellnhuber, head of the Potsdam 
Institute for Climate Impact Research, and a senior advisor 
to Pope Francis, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
the European Union recently argued that ñClimate change 
is now reaching the end-game, where very soon humanity 
must choose between taking unprecedented action, or 
accepting that it has been left too late and bear the 
consequences.ò 

All around us examples of what these consequences might 
be are increasingly tangible. Whether it be wild fires in 
northern Sweden, refugee crises, extreme ice melt in the 
Arctic, submerged airports in Japan or severe droughts, 
people are feeling climate change live. 

My key argument is that this process ï identified threats, 
resistance and avoidance, stronger and stronger evidence, 
acceptance of crisis and then dramatic response ï is pretty 
much how these things always unfold. And so it will most 
likely be on climate change. 

Many argue we need a Churchill to lead us, that only a 
strong leader can take charge in a crisis and show us the 
way forward. Or maybe we need a climate ñPearl Harborò 
ï a major single event. This is not how systems usually 
change, but especially not in a globalized and connected 
world. Yes, we need leadership and across all sections of 
society. But the ñChurchill'sò emerge from a context and 
the context shift we need is to accept we have a crisis. 
Critically, this acceptance is a distributed social 
phenomenon, not a technical question of science or 
evidence. 

This brings me back to Darebin in Melbourne. This local 
council looked rationally at what the science told them ï 
that we face a crisis and the only logical response is to 
declare a climate emergency. And so they did. In 
consultation with their community, they then developed 
the Darebin Climate Emergency Plan. 

 The St. Petersburg  
Astronomy Club, Inc.  
(SPAC), has been meeting  
continuously since 1927. It was  
incorporated in 1979 as a nonprofit,  
tax deductible organization.  
 For almost 50 years SPAC has provided free educational 
programs for its members & the public. For additional information 
send your emails to: spacexaminer@gmail.com  
 Meetings are normally held on the fourth Friday of each month 
(except November & December when it is on the third Friday) at 
the St. Petersburg College/Gibbs Campus, 6605 5th Ave N, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33710, at 8:00 P.M. Meetings are open to the 
public. Calendar 
 

M.A.R.S. ï Tampa Astronomy Club  

Welcome to the Museum Astronomical Resource Society, also 
known as the M.A.R.S. astronomy club. M.A.R.S. is sponsored by 
the Museum of Science & Industry (MOSI), in Tampa, Florida. We 
are also members of both the Astronomical League & Night Sky 
Network. This site provides club news & astronomical information 
to our membership & to the public. 
Whether you are new to astronomy & curious about how to 

experience it, or a seasoned veteran looking for an active club to 
spend observation time with. We invite you to attend a meetings as 
our honored guest. 
Monthly meetings are normally held on the 3rd floor of MOSI 

in the Science Works Theater, & take place on the 2nd Friday of 
each month from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Meetings are free & open to the 
public. 
Details & RSVP:  

https://www.meetup.com/MARS-astronomy-club-at-MOSI/ 

Why is this significant? Because this is how systems change. Ideas 
take hold and spread. Darebin has since been followed in the US with 
a small but growing list of elected bodies in regions and cities also 
declaring a climate emergency. First came Montgomery County, 
Maryland , since joined by Richmond, Berkeley and Los Angeles in 
California, and Hoboken, New Jersey. This is not emerging 
spontaneously, but through active organizing by groups dedicated to 
the task like The Climate Mobilization. 

Yes, itôs frustrating that these things take time. Therefore, knowing we 
can still ñwinò is key. Towards this end I co-wrote nearly 10 years ago 
a journal paper, The One Degree War Plan, with Professor Jorgen 
Randers, showing how achieving 1 degree of warming was 
surprisingly realistic with a WWII style mobilization. Recently along 
the same lines, The Climate Mobilization developed a ñVictory 
Planò to show what a WWII style economic mobilization across the 
USA could look like. 

So on the surface, Darebin Council inviting a group of experts like 
myself to suburban Melbourne to discuss what a climate emergency 
means might not seem much. But it is a crucial part of a process 
whereby we first normalize the idea that we face an existential crisis. 
Next we will come to accept that the only rational response is a WWII
-like economic mobilization to eliminate global net carbon dioxide 
emissions within a decade or so. 

Find this hard to imagine? It is. But as we learnt from Churchill in 
1940, when we shift our thinking to ñwhat is necessaryò, what we can 
achieve is quite extraordinary. Or as Nelson Mandela said: ñIt always 
seems impossible, until itôs done.ò  
 
Paul Gilding         

http://www.tampabaypostcarbon.com/
http://www.postcarbon.org/
https://www.pik-potsdam.de/members/john/shortbio
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2018-09-05/submerged-risks-of-climate-change-haunt-low-level-airports
https://www.yoursaydarebin.com.au/climateaction
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
mailto:spacexaminer@gmail.com?subject=Info%20request
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/calendar.php
http://www.marsastro.org/
http://www.mosi.org/
https://www.astroleague.org/
http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://wapo.st/2Axfp2A?tid=ss_mail&amp;utm_term=.02b9a47bcece
http://wapo.st/2Axfp2A?tid=ss_mail&amp;utm_term=.02b9a47bcece
https://newrepublic.com/article/133423/respond-climate-change-like-wwii
https://paulgilding.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/one-degree-war-plan-emerald-version.pdf
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/victory-plan
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/victory-plan
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Rick OôKeefe, 
Coordinator 

The mission of the Center for Inquiry is to foster a 
secular society based on science, reason, freedom 
of inquiry, & humanist values. Since 2002, our all-
volunteer chapter has served West Central Florida. 
Won®t you support us? Join our community today.  

Did ou ose our 
CF  membership 
c rd?  
Find ou : p e se 
send me n em i  
so  c n chec  for 
ou. nc ude our 

curren  phone & 
ddress wi h Z P, 

p e se. ô  oo  i  
up & ge  i  
rep ced.  
 Cordi , Ric 
Em i : 
bi . /2 u Lr  

 

Subscribe to our CFI Tampa Bay 

newsletter here: http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I, 

Then scroll down the page until you see 

the red section with ¯Receive E-Mails°.  

Some of October®s activities are: 
¶ CFI SHARE Book Club 

¶ Thank Goodness 4 Godless Friday Nights 

¶ CFI Sunday Skeptics Brunch 

¶ Tampa Bay Tech Center many activities 

¶ Brandon Lecture & Lunch 

¶ Howardôs Skeptics CornerïOct. 4 

¶ 2+ astronomy clubsô meetings 

¶  N. Pinellas CFI Supper Club 

    And more at http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I 

Christian Reconstructionism can be defined by four 
interconnected ideas: 
1. Christians have a complete system of right knowledge 
about the universe (or ñworldviewò), which cultivates 
epistemological dualism: ñusò vs. ñthem.ò 

2. Christians have the right and the role of legislating 
morality for all people everywhere. 

3. Christianity and western culture are two sides of the 
same coin. 

4. The ultimate calling of Christians is to dominate the 
earth. 

 
Do you like the Evangelical takeover of government and 
society? Are you ready to silently fall in line? Or will you 
support Center for Inquiry Tampa Bay with your 
membership or a donation? 

          http://bit.ly/2pTDfEj 

The Bible has been transformed by translation and, 
through interpretation, has developed manifold 
meanings to various religions, denominations, and 
sects. In this seminal account, acclaimed historian 
Karen Armstrong discusses the conception, 
gestation, and life of historyôs most powerful book. 
Armstrong analyzes the social and political situation 
in which oral history turned into written scripture, 
how this all-pervasive scripture was collected into 
one work, and how it became accepted as 
Christianityôs sacred text. She explores how 
scripture came to be read for information, and how, 
in the nineteenth century, historical criticism of the 
Bible caused greater fear than Darwinism. This is a 
brilliant, captivating book, crucial in an age of 
declining faith and rising fundamentalism. http://
bit.ly/2NYpHyH 

Science is the monthly publication of AAAS.  A 
growing number of scientists are studying science 
itself. These "metaresearchers" are asking how 
researchers generate and test hypotheses; what 
they read, cite, and publish; and how they 
collaborate and network. Some hope that a better 
understanding of how science works will help 
address systemic problems such as biases and the 
inability to reproduce many studies.   

http://cfitampabay.org/
http://bit.ly/CFI-TampaBay_Support_Us
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2jaYhv6
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2pTDfEj
http://bit.ly/2NYpHyH
http://bit.ly/2NYpHyH
http://bit.ly/2NYpHyH
http://bit.ly/2NYpHyH
http://bit.ly/2MOdHi1
http://bit.ly/2MOdHi1
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Being all-volunteer means we need volunteers , 
Members, and Donors. Might you become one? 

Click below 

 16 
years in 
Florida 

Keep up on all current events at:  

www.meetup.com/Tampa -Bay-Coalition -of-Reason 

Our New & Improved website: 
https://CFITampaBay.org. 
Please visit, then comment: 
what would you like to see? 

The Morning Heresy is your daily digest 
of news and links relevant to the secular 
and skeptic communities. What you 
wouldnôt otherwise know.  

Founded in 2006, the foundationôs mission is to 

realize Richardôs vision to remove the influence of 

religion in science education and public policy, and 

eliminate the stigma that surrounds atheism and 

non-belief . 

~ See the latest from Richard 

~ See the latest News 

This should interest you: 

We Must Trust Science or Die Like E.T. 

While we see no evidence for intelligent 

life anywhere, itôs virtually certain that it 

has been there, somewhere, in the past. But 

why is there no evidence? Strangely, the 

election of Donald Trump to the 

Presidency of the United States, as a 

symptom of a growing global epidemic of 

reactionary conservatism, puts one 

sobering possibility into stark relief.  

 
CFI in Action: Secular Rescue 

CFI is proud to operate Secular Rescue, a program 
that has saved more than fifty-five secularists, atheists, 
and nonbelievers from persecution and violence. In 
many countries, expressions of nonbelief are punished 
by government repression, vigilante violence, or both. 
In April 2013, secular activist Avijit Roy requested 
CFIôs assistance to oppose the imprisonment of four 
secular bloggers in Bangladesh who made statements 
critical of religionôs role in government. CFI quickly 
organized efforts that contributed to their release. 
Two years later, Roy was murdered by religious 

extremists. Soon after, CFI created Secular Rescue in 
response to the escalating danger to secularists in 
Bangladesh and other countries. Secular Rescue 
provides funding, advice, government liaison, and 
logistical support to assist nonbelievers in relocating to 
relative safety, which can often only be found outside 
their country of residence. 

Non-English speakers donôt have enough access to quality 
science content or information on secularism in their own 
language. In addition, many English speakers may be hard 
of hearing or may need subtitles. Our team of translators is 
changing that! We are transcribing and translating the 
videos on our YouTube channel in order to bring science 
and reason to viewers worldwide, in languages as diverse 
as Portuguese, Arabic, and Russian. If you want to become 
a translator, please fill out this form to join the RDF 
Volunteer Corps, and our volunteer coordinator will be in 
touch with you soon!     http://bit.ly/2xuhbBq 

http://bit.ly/CFI-TampaBay_Support_Us
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2a3ogx0
https://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Bay-Coalition-of-Reason/
https://CFITampaBay.org
http://bit.ly/2a3ogx0
https://www.richarddawkins.net/category/original/
https://www.richarddawkins.net/news/
https://www.richarddawkins.net/2016/12/we-must-trust-science-or-die-like-e-t/
https://secure.centerforinquiry.net/secular-rescue
https://secure.centerforinquiry.net/secular-rescue
http://bit.ly/2xvxHRt
http://bit.ly/2MSK5jD
http://bit.ly/2xuhbBq
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Pat Robertson: Non-Religious Children Should 

Be Beaten Until They Respect Christian Beliefs 

Should It Be Illegal to Indoctrinate Kids With Religion?  

Religious child soldiers carrying AK-47s. Bullying anti-gay Jesus kids. Infant genital mutilation. Teenage suicide bombers. Child 

Hindu brides. No matter where you look, if adults are participating in dogmatic religions, then they are also pushing those same 

ideologies onto their kids.  

To Ensure a Future of Transhumanism, Atheists Should Confront the Deathist Culture Religion Has Sown 

Transhumanism technology could potentially double our lifetimes in the next 20-40 years through radical science like gene 

editing, bionic organs, and stem cell therapy. Eventually, life extension technology like this will probably even wipe out death and aging 

altogether, damaging one of the most important philosophical tenets formal religion uses to convert people: the promise of being 

resurrected after you die. About 85 percent of the worldôs population believes in life after death, and much of that population is perfectly 

okay with dying because é. 

é Read the rest and much more news here: http://bit.ly/2FQVO3t  

October19, 2018 ï We invite you to celebrate Openly 

Secular Day, which serves as a call to action for those with a 

secular identity, by encouraging openness and dialogue around 

oneôs identity and beliefs. Some common secular identities 

include atheist, agnostic, secular humanist, freethinker, and 

secularist, though you are encouraged to identify however your 

beliefs are best described. 

This year, we invite you to celebrate Openly Secular Day in 

two main ways: 

1. By contacting your representatives to tell them youôre a 

Secular Values Voter. 

2. By engaging in interfaith activities that foster mutual 

understanding across religious and philosophical divides. 

Use #SecularValues to tell the world that youôve contacted 

your representatives and to talk about secular values; Use 

#OpenlySecular for everything else Openly Secular Day! 

International Blasphemy Rights 

DayïSeptember 30, 2018 
International Blasphemy Rights Day is 

a day to show solidarity with those who 

challenge oppressive laws and social 

prohibitions against free expression, to 

support the right to challenge prevailing 

religious beliefs without fear of violence, 

arrest, or persecution. 

International Blasphemy Rights Day is 

observed every September 30 to 

commemorate the publishing of the 

Jyllands-Posten Muhammad cartoons, 

which angered religious believers around 

the world, many of whom expressed their 

disapproval with violent protests, riots, 

and in some cases, murder. 

 

http://bit.ly/2Od56Xx  

http://bit.ly/2xE1wzJ 

In billions of years: the oldest moon rocks date from about 3.49-4.5 y.o.; 

oldest meteorites 4.54-4.7 y.o.; oldest earth rocks 3.55-4.4 y.o. God seems to 

have come along a bit later. I prefer science over religion for revealing truth 

about our Universe. Religion makes an effective but false balm for fearful 

minds. In an emergency, do the truly faithful dial 1-800-ask-Godx.  ROK 












